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      Mrs Vicky Dupras 
        Headteacher 

   Friday 29th May 2020 
 
Dear Abbot Alphege Parents and Carers, 
 

Wider opening for some year groups 
As you all know, we have been awaiting instructions from the government that we are able to open more widely for 
children in Y0 and Y1 from Monday 1st June. The government have stated that this is the earliest we will be able to 
do this, and The Bath and Mendip Partnership Trust have asked all Trust schools to begin opening more widely from 
Wednesday 3rd June. 

Abbot Alphege has gained considerable experience over the last couple of months of providing a safe environment 
for our group of key workers’ children. We are aiming to build on this experience by opening the school now to our 
Pipistrelle children. 

Considerable work has gone into preparing the school for reopening and making the environment as familiar as 
possible for children whilst being mindful of the importance of the practical steps we need to take to reduce the risk 
of infection transmission as the UK takes careful steps towards increased social interaction.  

We understand that returning to school is a big step for children as well as parents, and feeling a little anxious about 
this is natural.  Please know that staff will be on hand, providing support and reassurance as required. Teachers and 
Teaching Assistants will be there to greet children on arrival and will provide reassuring smiles and take your child’s 
hand if gentle encouragement is needed. 

We have endeavoured to make the school as ‘normal’ and friendly as possible for the children, however we have 
needed to make the changes set out below in order to ensure children and staff are as safe as possible. Please read 
the following carefully, as it contains all of the information and instruction that you will need next week. 

We need to stagger start and finish times for our children in order to keep them in the ‘protective bubble’ that has 
been advised by the government, minimizing their mixing with other groups of children. So the arrangements for 
coming to school are as follows: 
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Group Room Team Start 
time 

Finish 
time 

Entrance/Exit Play 
time/zone 

Lunch 
time/zone 

Toilets and 
handwashing 

Y0 Pipistrelle Mrs Ford and 
Miss 

Hollingshead 

9.10am 3.00pm Playground 
gate drop off. 

Children 
enter via 
Pipistrelle 

outside door. 

10.30 – 
11am area 

behind 
classroom 

12noon in 
class 

Zone as 
playtime  

Pipistrelle 

Y1 Horseshoe Mr Hancock 
and Mrs 
Partridge 

9.20am 3.10pm Playground 
gate drop off. 

Children 
enter via 

Horseshoe 
outside door. 

10.30 – 
11am 

Playground 
Zone 1 

 

12noon in 
class 

Zone as 
playtime 

Corridor  

Key 
worker 
children 

Natterers Mrs Day and 
Miss Payne 

9.00am 3.20pm Playground 
gate drop off. 

Children 
enter via 

Natterers’ 
outside door. 

10.30 – 
11am 

Playground 
Zone 2 

12noon in 
class 

Zone as 
playtime 

First Aid 
Room 

(disabled 
toilet if 
needed) 

 
There is some additional practical information that you will need: 
 

 For Y0 and Y1 children, Fridays will finish at 12.30pm to allow for deep cleaning of classrooms (keyworker 
children will remain at their normal finish time but can be collected early if you are able to on Fridays); 

 Please DO NOT come onto the school site to drop off or collect your child. Please wait at the school 
pedestrian gate, and your child will be collected from and then brought to you there (this also applies to our 
keyworker children); 

 There will be no Breakfast Club or After School Club for Y0 or Y1 children at this current time (to minimise 
mixing different groups of children); 

 All lunches provided by school will be boxed packed lunches, with a choice of sandwich fillings. These will be 
delivered to the classroom so that children do not need to mix unnecessarily in the hall; 

 Children must come to school in clean clothes each day but we understand the difficulty this may cause with 
getting uniforms washed and dried every day. We will take a flexible approach to uniforms, so if children 
need to wear non uniform on some days, this is absolutely fine. In addition, if you have been unable to buy 
new school uniform for growing children, please do not worry about it; 

 We ask that all children wear trainers or similar each day so that they do not need to change for any physical 
activities outside; 

 Children should only bring a water bottle (named please) and a packed lunch if they are having one from 
home. No school bags, pencil cases or any other items from home should be brought into school. We do 
ask, however, that you bring one set of spare clothes for your child, in a named bag, that can remain in 
school should your child need to be changed at any time. Could you also please provide your child with a sun 
hat that can remain in school and ensure that you apply sun cream before children come into school on 
sunny days; 

 Reading books will be changed fortnightly. Please bring any books that you have at home on the first day 
back, and two weeks’ worth of reading books will be sent home with your child (again, we are minimising 
the frequency of items going back and forth between home and school); 

 When dropping off and collecting your child, please adhere to social distancing rules outside the school 
gate; 

 We will be making sure that we have additional cleaning in place during the school day; 

 As many doors and windows as possible will remain open to minimise contamination of door handles and to 
maximise ventilation.; 
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 If your child does become unwell while in school, we have set up a specific room where they can be looked 
after away from the other children. If you receive a call to come and collect your child, please make sure 
that you come as quickly as possible. Thereafter, the Government rules around isolation for your child and 
your family will apply if your child has symptoms of Covid 19.; 

 Please note, classrooms will look very different for our children at the moment. In line with government 
guidance, and following our extensive risk assessment, classrooms have been ‘stripped back’ with soft 
furnishings, soft toys and unnecessary resources removed. Children will be spaced out in the classroom but, 
as the government have recognised, 2 metre social distancing is not possible for young children, and I 
wanted to let you know that we will not be able to operate strict social distancing between children and 
staff; 

 As I mentioned in my previous letter, it is your decision to bring your children back to school, and you will 
make the best decision for your child in your circumstances, and we will respect whatever decision that you 
make. 

 
These arrangements are in place to minimise the risk of infection with coronavirus, the virus that causes COVID-19. 
As a school, we cannot completely eradicate any risk to children or staff of infection, but we are maximising the 
safety of our children and school community as much as we possibly can. 
 
Our ‘Recovery Curriculum’ 

 As our children begin to return to us, we are very aware that they will be at different places in their learning, 
their responses to being at home for this long period will be mixed, they will have different feelings about 
coming back to school and they may have anxieties about lots of different things. We know that we will need  
to respond to the different needs of each of our children individually, as we always do, and this phased 
approach to returning to school will allow us to do this effectively; 

 We have identified some areas of the curriculum which will be our priority areas for at least the first few 
weeks of return –Personal, Social, Health and Emotional Education (PSHE) will be at the core of our work for 
much of each day and will focus on emotional wellbeing, relationships and rekindling friendships, adapting 
to new routines and understanding a slightly different feel to school for a while. Alongside this, we will be 
working on reading and phonics with our youngest children as this is the bedrock of early education, and we 
will also be doing lots of number work with them; 

 We want to assure you that your child’s wellbeing is of the highest priority for us. We have written a short 
annex to our Behaviour Policy and I have attached this for you. I have also attached a home school 
agreement for this period of phased return and ask that you talk it through with your child, sign it and return 
it on Wednesday. 

 
 
Finally, can I thank you all for all the home learning you have done with your child. Lots of you have been juggling 
working at home, looking after other people, alongside home learning with your children. I can only imagine what a 
challenge this has been for you and you can be rightly proud of everything you have done to support your families at 
this incredibly difficult time. I would also like to thank you all for your messages and kindness to us here at school – 
this means so very much to us. 
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or worries via office@abbot-alphge.org.uk or give us 
a call (mornings are best to get a guaranteed answer on the phone as Mrs Deverell is here). Could we also please ask 
you to let us know if there are any changes in your child’s health, welfare or wellbeing that we should know, or any 
changes to your contact details or family circumstances. If your child needs medication during the school day, please 
could you also let us know about this in advance so that we can make sure this is planned for. This will all help us to 
make sure that we are supporting your child in the best way possible. 
 
With best wishes 
 
VDupras 
 
Mrs Vicky Dupras 

Head teacher 
 

mailto:office@abbot-alphge.org.uk
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Interim Behaviour Policy for wider opening of school 

June 2020 
Annex to Behaviour Policy  

 
In response to a partial reopening of schools the following additions have been made to our behaviour policy. All of 
the following have been put in place to ensure the safety of our whole school community. 

 
 

In order for our children to have a positive transition back into school after a long time away, we will be ensuring 
that every day includes opportunities for discussing expectations, that we are really clear about what is expected 
of our children, and we will give them lots of time to explore any issues which are concerning or worrying them. 
This has been a difficult time for our children and young people, and everything we do will be approached with 
kindness and understanding. This must also be the case if any sanctions need to be applied. 

 
 
Aim: 
The aim of this behaviour policy annex is to identify specific areas that we need to address regarding the behaviour 
of our children on their return after a prolonged period of time learning at home with their families. 
 
We, at Abbot Alphege Academy, recognise that this transition back to full time education will be very difficult for 
some of our children. We also acknowledge that good learning and school routines and behaviours may have been 
lost over time for some children, and will need to be re-established. We aim to work with our children and to take an 
understanding and yet firm approach to ensuring that appropriate boundaries are understood by all. 
 
Generally, we expect all children to adhere to the same expectations of behaviour in school as there have always 
been, whilst recognising that transitioning back will be harder for some children than for others. There are also some 
additional expectations and rules for behaviour that we will work on with our children to help them to understand 
and be able to follow. It is important that we also talk to the children about why these rules are important. 
 
Expectations of children as we return: 
As well as our existing high expectations of behaviour in school, children will be expected to adhere to rules around 
the additional safety measures that we are putting into place for a safe return to school: 
 
Class Rules/Agreements 
Classes will identify their rules and rewards linked to this.  These may include, but may not be limited to: 

 Where they are able to, pupils will be expected to practise good hygiene 

 All children will wash their hands regularly, using the guidance on hand hygiene. Adults will supervise this as 

necessary 

 Where possible, young people will be encouraged to cough or sneeze into a tissue or into their elbow, and 

will be reminded to do this 

 Where they are able to, pupils will notify an adult if they feel unwell 

 Pupils will only use their allocation of school equipment or, if shared equipment is used, it will be cleaned 

between sessions and not be used outside of the ‘bubble’. 

 
Social Distancing as much as possible 

 Pupils are encouraged to stay in their ‘bubble’ wherever possible and reduce contact with other pupils in 
school. 

 Pupils are encouraged to maintain a social distance where possible 

 Playtimes will be in specific areas of the playground for different groups to avoid unnecessary contact with 
other groups 

 Wherever possible pupils will work with familiar staff 
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Outside of School 

There is additional risk to all users of our site from pupils not keeping within the limits of social distancing when not 

at school. We will continue to seek re-assurance from parents that they are adhering to social distancing. All parents 

are requested to notify us of any breaches so that we can assess the subsequent risk for the other pupils and staff on 

site. 

 
We have the highest expectations of behaviour from our children but we recognise that following the ‘rules’ in a 
school that looks and feels very different may be challenging for some children. If needed, senior members of staff 
will sensitively and appropriately deal with behaviour incidents where children are not following the expectations, 
and parents may be contacted to support this at home. If there are significant concerns about a child’s behaviour, 
especially if this is compromising their safety and/or the safety of others, we may ask parents to keep their child 
at home, but this will be a last resort. 
 
 
Acknowledging positives: 

 As well as the above sanctions, all members of school staff will be ensuring that all positives are celebrated, 

good behaviour and thoughtfulness are always acknowledged, and children are rewarded for the good 

choices that they make. 

 
 
Vicky Dupras 
19th May 2020 
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 Home – School Agreement 
COVID 19 

 
PUPILS NAME: ………………………………………………… 
 
School will: 

 Promote and demonstrate regular handwashing and positive hygiene behaviours 

 Clean and disinfect school buildings, classrooms and frequently touched areas 

 Where possible increase the air flow and ventilation in rooms 

 Support pupils in understanding the new school environment 

 Encourage pupils to take care of their surroundings and others around them 
 

 
Teacher’s signature ……………………………….. 
Date :                         
 

 
Family will: 

 Monitor the child’s health and keep them home from school if they are unwell 

 Teach and model good hygiene where possible, including the pupil wearing clean clothes daily 

 Notify the school of any breach in social distancing outside of school 

 If required, support the school by keeping the pupil at home 
 

 
Parent’s signature …………………………………. 
Date:                      
 

 
The pupil will follow the behaviour expectations and will: 

 Talk to an adult about any concerns or worries if I need to 

 Protect myself and others by washing my hands and not sharing things with others 

 Work hard to stick to the school and class rules.  I will let my adults know if I am finding this hard 

 Stay within my bubble 
 

 
Pupil’s signature …………………………………… 
Date: 
                   

 
 

                                   

  
      
 
 

           

 


