
Literacy 

Last week, you thought about the defensive features of 

a castle. This week is all about ATTACKING A CASTLE! 

 

For literacy this week, please write a set of 

instructions about how to attack a castle. 

 

First of all, look at this picture and write down how 

many different ways you can spot people attacking the 

castle. 

 

 



Finished? Now use that picture and the below information to start 

creating your instruction text about how to attack a castle. 

 

Spend time researching and writing notes, then write your instruction 

text (you can of course include pictures too!) 

 

Remember to include these success criterea (tick if you do them!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your work will look something like this. 

 

How to attack a castle  

 

1. First, gather some strong, fiercesome warriors! The more the 

better. Make sure they are stealthy and able to be quiet on 

approach, as you want to strike your deserving enemies with the 

element of surprise! 

2. The next thing you should do is get some strong men to dig tunnels 

underground leading up to the castle. That way, your fierce warriors 

can weaken the foundations of the castle, even starting a fire! 

3.  After that is completed, gather the flaming arrows team. They 

should………. 
 

 

I can practise my sentences out-loud or in my head   

I can use conjunctions to extend and join sentences    

I can use subheadings and headings  

I can use three adverbs (e.g. suddenly) 

I can use bossy (imperative) verbs- e.g. Knock down the door, dig 

the tunnel 

I can use adverbial openers to describe time and place of events  

(e.g. next, after that) 



Look at the following information (and online) to help you.  

Attacking a castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

Fire arrows were used to 

set fire to wooden 

buildings within the 

castle, and anything 

flammable inside the 

courtyard. 

Scaling ladders were 

used to quickly 

scramble up and over 

the walls. However, this 

could be rather 

dangerous... 

A battering ram was used to smash 

holes in walls and doors. They often had 

a roof overhead to protect the soldiers 

underneath and some would be covered 

in animal skins for added protection. 

A siege tower was 

used to get over 

the battlements. 

Many men could 

enter it under 

protection and 

then drop the door 

down to charge 

over the top, into 

the castle. 

The ballista was a 

type of catapult that 

could shoot a large 

bolt or stone a long 

way. They were used 

less in medieval 

times than the 

trebuchet and 

mangonel.  

The mangonel and trebuchet 

were catapults that could fire 

large objects. The mangonel 

could fire faster and lower, to 

hit castle walls. The trebuchet 

was also used to hurl objects at 

and over the walls of the 

castle. 

Mining was used to tunnel underneath the 

ground to the foundations of the castle. They 

would then light a fire and hopefully cause the 

corner to collapse or at least weaken. The 

defenders would often send their own miners 

out to find them, resulting in a big fight under 

the ground! 

Ready...aim..

.fire...! 

Yes, it is! Oh, I 

see! Fire! As in 

shoot! 

 

 

Flammable – can 

be set on fire 

 

bolt – a large 

arrow 

 

Climbing up was the 

easy part... 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/Mangonneau.png


 

STAR CHALLENGE: 

THINK ABOUT…. 

1. Why was it dangerous to use 
scaling ladders? 

2. Which weapon would you use 
to fling stones at the keep of a 
castle? 

3. Which is the best way to 
attack- 
i)a motte and bailey castle 
ii)a stone castle 

4. Advantages and disadvantages 
of each method of attack 
 
 SUPERSTAR 

CHALLENGE: THINK 

ABOUT... 

1. Why were there animal skins 
on top of the battering ram? 

2. Why was mining dangerous? 
3. Imagine you have to siege a 

stone castle. Describe the 
order of what you would do 
and why. 

MORE PLACES FOR 

RESEARCH 

www.historyonthenet.com attacking 

and defending a castle 

https://www.jerseyheritage.org/me

dia/Learning/Attacking%20and%20d

efending%20a%20castle.pdf 

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/less

ons/castles/ 

 

http://www.historyonthenet.com/
https://www.jerseyheritage.org/media/Learning/Attacking%20and%20defending%20a%20castle.pdf
https://www.jerseyheritage.org/media/Learning/Attacking%20and%20defending%20a%20castle.pdf
https://www.jerseyheritage.org/media/Learning/Attacking%20and%20defending%20a%20castle.pdf
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/lessons/castles/
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/lessons/castles/

