
READING AT ABBOT ALPHEGE ACADEMY 

We use a range of approaches to enable all of our children to become capable and fluent readers. 

Reading is absolutely fundamental and it is an absolute priority to make sure that our children can read 

confidently for pleasure and to also access everything the curriculum has to offer. 

Teaching Reading in our School 

Children are taught phonics through Read Write Inc., which is our chosen systematic synthetic phonics programme. Our phonics lessons take 

place with the whole class, although some children may have some extra sessions if they need additional support. For early fluent readers, 

teachers and assistants make sure that there is additional challenge in these lessons for them. Children will bring home books linked to the 

phonic sounds that they are learning in class (see below for more on this). 

In Reception, children will have guided reading sessions, where the teacher works with a small group reading a text with them that is the right 

level for that group, asking them to decode and using skilful questioning to help the children read for comprehension. They use big books and 

story sacks for this. 

Children from Year 1 to Year 6 have whole class reading lessons and this is explained in more detail below. 

All children in Reception and KS1 have daily 1:1 reading sessions with the teacher or teaching assistant. Some children need to have these 

more frequently and these are referred to as our ‘priority readers’. All year groups will have some priority readers, and these children get that 

additional individual support that they need to become fluent and confident readers.  

Reading Books 

Children will begin bringing reading books home from Reception. For our early readers, these will be linked closely to the sounds that they are 

learning in their phonics lessons in school (Read Write Inc. Books). These are books that we ask parents to have the children read TO them as 

they will be able to decode the words in them. Children also bring home levelled reading books in KS1 and Reception, chosen by the child, and 

we ask parents to read these WITH their children to support them with unfamiliar words. We base our levels on the PM system (a finely graded 

levelled system), and we have a books from a number of schemes within this. Parents should not be worried if their child brings the same 



books home for a week at a time – this is part of our strategy for children to become really familiar with the sounds and the words they are 

reading as early readers. 

As children become very fluent readers, they will begin to select books from our class libraries and our school library. They are supported by 

the teachers to select books that are the right level of challenge for them, although sometimes they will want to try something more or less 

challenging as the content is of interest to the child. As we want to encourage reading for pleasure and reading widely, children may bring 

home books that they are already familiar with, picture books (even when they are older and very fluent) or non-fiction books linked to their 

own areas of interest as well as quality fiction books. We encourage our children to let us know if there are particular authors or books that 

they would like more of so that we can keep our selection current and exciting for the children.  

Reading is a real partnership effort, and works best for children if they read regularly both at home and at school. We give our children 

opportunities to read for pleasure in school (individual reading in class time) and it is very useful if children, at home, either talk to parents or 

carers about their reading, read with them or read to them. For our early readers it is really helpful if parents and carers take every 

opportunity to read words that the children come across in the world around them and also involve them in ‘real life’ reading and writing 

opportunities, such as making shopping lists. All children have reading record books where all reading is recorded, at home and at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Whole Class Reading at Abbot Alphege Explained 

Children from Year 1 to Year 6 read quality texts together as a whole class and this forms the foundation of their reading lessons in class. Each 

child has their own copy of the class book and, as the teacher reads the text (modelling this to the children), they pick out specific vocabulary 

to familiarise the children with. By reading to the children while they follow the text, this approach is inclusive of all children in our school, and 

also enables the children to access texts that might be at a higher level than they can read on their own. For our very capable readers, the 

teacher’s discretion around questioning and developing vocabulary will extend their comprehension skills. 

The text that is being used with the whole class is then used as the basis of their comprehension work, using VIPERS from Literacy Shed – a 

resource that we use to support our teaching of reading in school. VIPERS stands for: 

 

Vocabulary (e.g. What does the word ….. mean in this sentence?)  

Inference (e.g. What do you think the author meant when they said …..?) 

Prediction (e.g. What do you think the last paragraph suggest might happen next?) 

Explanation (e.g. Is there something you would change about this story? Why?) 

Retrieval (e.g. What happened when…? How did …. happen?) 

Sequence or Summarise (e.g. Can you summarise in a sentence the opening of the story? 

       In what order do these chapter headings come in the story?) 
 

 

 



Our whole class reading books for 2020 - 21 

 Term 1 and 2 Term 3 and 4 Term 5 and 6 

Horseshoe Class The Magic Finger by Roald Dahl The Queen’s Nose by Dick King 
Smith 

TBC 

Barbastelle Class Stone Age Boy by Satoshi 
Kitamura 

 
Oliver and the SeaWigs by Phillip 

Reeve 

The Train to Impossible Places 
by P.G. Bell 

 
The Dark by Lemony Snicket 

 
Lights on Cotton Rock by David 

Litchfield 

TBC 

Natterers Class Letters from the Lighthouse by 
Emma Carrol 

Julius Caesar, A Shakespeare 
Story by Andrew Matthews 

 
Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

 

TBC 

 

We select books that are high quality, will extend children’s vocabulary, which challenge all children, and which will develop their love of 

reading. 

We will be adding to the list of quality texts that the children read as a whole class over the coming years as we continue to develop our 

curriculum and as our school grows. 

 

 

 

 



Progression in reading skills 

We TEACH the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for reading. These are laid out below in an easy reference table. 

 Year One  Year Two  Year Three  

Word Reading  Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode 
words.  

  

 

Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes 
(letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, 
including, where applicable, alternative sounds for 
graphemes.  

  

Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have been taught .  

  

Read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word.  

  

Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, 
–er and –est endings.  

  

Read other words of more than one syllable that contain 
taught GPCs.  

  

Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as 
the route to decode words until automatic 
decoding has become embedded and reading is 
fluent.  

  

Read accurately by blending the sounds in words 
that contain the graphemes taught so far, 
especially recognising alternative sounds for 
graphemes.  

  

Read accurately words of two or more syllables 
that contain the same graphemes as above; read 
words containing common suffixes.  

  

Read most words quickly and accurately, without 
overt sounding and blending, when they have 
been frequently encountered.  

  

Read aloud books closely matched to their 
improving phonic knowledge, sounding out 
unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and 
without undue hesitation.  

  

Apply their growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read 
aloud and to understand the meaning of 
new words they meet.  

  

Read further exception words, noting the 
unusual correspondences between spelling 
and sound, and where these occur in the 
word.  



Read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], 
and understand that the apostrophe represents the 
omitted letter(s).  

  

Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with 
their developing phonic knowledge and that do not 
require them to use other strategies to work out words.  

  

Re-read these books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading.  

Re-read these books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading.  

Comprehension Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, 
vocabulary and understanding by: 

listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which 
they can read independently; 

being encouraged to link what they read or hear to 
their own experiences; 

becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales, retelling them and considering 
their particular characteristics; 

recognising and joining in with predictable phrases; 

learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite 
some by heart; 

discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to 
those already known. 

Understand both the books they can already read 
accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher; 

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, 
vocabulary and understanding by: 

listening to, discussing and expressing views 
about a wide range of contemporary and classic 
poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond 
that at which they can read independently; 

discussing the sequence of events in books and 
how items of information are related; 

becoming increasingly familiar with and 
retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales; 

being introduced to non-fiction books that are 
structured in different ways; 

recognising simple recurring literary language 
in stories and poetry; 

discussing and clarifying the meanings of 
words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary; 

discussing their favourite words and phrases; 

Develop positive attitudes to reading, and 
an understanding of what they read, by: 

listening to and discussing a wide range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks; 

reading books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes; 

using dictionaries to check the meaning 
of words that they have read; 

increasing their familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including fairy stories, 
myths and legends, and retelling some of 
these orally; 

identifying themes and conventions in a 
wide range of books; 

preparing poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action; 



checking that the text makes sense to them as they 
read, and correcting inaccurate reading; 

discussing the significance of the title and events; 

making inferences on the basis of what is being said 
and done; 

predicting what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far; 

Participate in discussion about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to what others say. 

Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to 
them. 

 

  

  

  

continuing to build up a repertoire of poems 
learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting 
some, with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear. 

Understand both the books that they can already 
read accurately and fluently and those that they 
listen to by: 

drawing on what they already know or on 
background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher; 

checking that the text makes sense to them as 
they read, and correcting inaccurate reading; 

making inferences on the basis of what is being 
said and done; 

answering and asking questions; 

predicting what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read so far. 

Participate in discussion about books, poems and 
other works that are read to them and those that 
they can read for themselves, taking turns and 
listening to what others say. 

Explain and discuss their understanding of books, 
poems and other material, both those that they 
listen to and those that they read for themselves. 

 

discussing words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination; 

recognising some different forms of 
poetry [for example, free verse, narrative 
poetry]. 

Understand what they read, in books they 
can read independently, by: 

checking that the text makes sense to 
them, discussing their understanding, 
and explaining the meaning of words in 
context; 

asking questions to improve their 
understanding of a text; 

drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence; 

predicting what might happen from 
details stated and implied; 

identifying main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarising 
these; 

identifying how language, structure, and 
presentation contribute to meaning. 

Retrieve and record information from non-
fiction. 

Participate in discussion about both books 
that are read to them and those they can 
read for themselves, taking turns and 
listening to what others say. 

 



 

 Year Four  Year Five  Year Six  

Word Reading  Apply their growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes (etymology and 
morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both 
to read aloud and to understand the meaning of 
new words they meet.  

  

Read further exception words, noting the unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound, 
and where these occur in the word.  

Apply their growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes (morphology and 
etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1, 
both to read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words that they meet.  

  

Intonation to make the meaning clear.  

Apply their growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), 
as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of new words that 
they meet.  

  

Intonation to make the meaning clear.  

Comprehension Develop positive attitudes to reading, and an 
understanding of what they read, by: 

listening to and discussing a wide range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks; 

reading books that are structured in different 
ways and reading for a range of purposes; 

using dictionaries to check the meaning of 
words that they have read; 

increasing their familiarity with a wide range 
of books, including fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling some of these orally; 

identifying themes and conventions in a wide 
range of books; 

preparing poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume and action; 

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and an 
understanding of what they read by: 

continuing to read and discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or textbooks; 

reading books that are structured in different 
ways and reading for a range of purposes; 

increasing their familiarity with a wide range of 
books, including myths, legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary 
heritage, and books from other cultures and 
traditions; 

recommending books that they have read to 
their peers, giving reasons for their choices; 

identifying and discussing themes and 
conventions in and across a wide range of 
writing; 

making comparisons within and across books; 

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and an 
understanding of what they read by: 

continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide 
range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks; 

reading books that are structured in different ways 
and reading for a range of purposes; 

increasing their familiarity with a wide range of 
books, including myths, legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary 
heritage, and books from other cultures and 
traditions; 

recommending books that they have read to their 
peers, giving reasons for their choices; 

identifying and discussing themes and conventions 
in and across a wide range of writing; 

making comparisons within and across books; 

learning a wider range of poetry by heart; 



discussing words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination; 

recognising some different forms of poetry 
[for example, free verse, narrative poetry]. 

Understand what they read, in books they can 
read independently, by: 

checking that the text makes sense to them, 
discussing their understanding, and explaining 
the meaning of words in context; 

asking questions to improve their 
understanding of a text; 

drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences 
with evidence; 

predicting what might happen from details 
stated and implied; 

identifying main ideas drawn from more than 
1 paragraph and summarising these; 

identifying how language, structure, and 
presentation contribute to meaning; 

Retrieve and record information from non-
fiction. 

Participate in discussion about both books that 
are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what 
others say. 

 

learning a wider range of poetry by heart; 

preparing poems and plays to read aloud and 
to perform, showing understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an audience. 

Understand what they read by: 

checking that the book makes sense to them, 
discussing their understanding and exploring 
the meaning of words in context; 

asking questions to improve their 
understanding; 

drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with 
evidence; 

predicting what might happen from details 
stated and implied; 

summarising the main ideas drawn from more 
than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that 
support the main ideas; 

identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning; 

discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader; 

distinguish between statements of fact and 
opinion; 

retrieve, record and present information from 
non-fiction. 

Participate in discussions about books that are 
read to them and those they can read for 

preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to 
perform, showing understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is 
clear to an audience. 

Understand what they read by: 

checking that the book makes sense to them, 
discussing their understanding and exploring the 
meaning of words in context; 

asking questions to improve their understanding; 

drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences with evidence; 

predicting what might happen from details stated 
and implied; 

summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 
1 paragraph, identifying key details that support the 
main ideas; 

identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning; 

discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, considering the 
impact on the reader; 

distinguish between statements of fact and opinion; 

retrieve, record and present information from non-
fiction. 

Participate in discussions about books that are 
read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, building on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging views courteously. 

Explain and discuss their understanding of what 
they have read, including through formal 



themselves, building on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging views courteously. 

Explain and discuss their understanding of 
what they have read, including through formal 
presentations and debates, maintaining a 
focus on the topic and using notes where 
necessary. 

Provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

 

presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on 
the topic and using notes where necessary. 

Provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Library 

We are so fortunate to have a fantastic library, which we have been revamping over the last couple of terms and is now housed in a much 

larger space. Our wonderful volunteer librarian, Sue Pitt, has been working really hard making sure our books are of great quality and 

catalogued on our new library software, Libresoft.  

We update our library as often as our budget will allow and we are lucky to have a supportive PTA who helps us with this. We look at 

contemporary, current fiction, children’s classics as well as high quality nonfiction when we make decisions about the contents of our library. 

We also consider diversity and the representation of all in our books as we buy them.  

We aim for children to start using the library to borrow books again as soon as possible. This has been delayed this year due to the revamp 

and, latterly, the COVID pandemic. At the time of writing this, we are working on a COVID secure plan to enable the library to be back in use as 

soon as we can in 2021.  

 

 


