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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we start 2021, we are in a posi�on that we did not expect
to be in when we broke up at Christmas. Last Monday night I
sat in shock and disbelief as the Prime Minister once again
told us that we would be closing for all except the children of
Cri�cal Workers and those who are vulnerable. I am sure that
this was the same for you, as you thought back to the last
lockdown and how hard that was for everyone.

This �me, we are more prepared in terms of suppor�ng the
children’s learning. I am so pleased that almost every one of
you is engaging with Class Dojo and children are sharing their
learning with us so that we can give them feedback. This �me
around we are also far more familiar and comfortable with
Zoom, and we are using this to have that all important face to
face contact with our children. Our teachers are working
harder than ever, making sure that they are responding to you
on Dojo, se�ng up Zooms for classes and individuals and
se�ng meaningful work that aligns with our planned
curriculum.

As for you, parents and carers, be kind to yourselves. This is
not ‘home schooling’ as that is something that you would
elect to do. This is remote learning and is a con�ngency that
is in place in an extreme circumstance. Use the �metables as
a guide – if you are also trying to work at home, or you have
more than one child at home, you will need to organise your

day in a way that works for you. If you don’t manage to get
every single piece of work done, please do not allow this to
make you anxious. If you feel that your child needs a break,
or needs to play, or needs to go out into the garden and
run around then do it.

And remember, we are here for you. School is not closed –
we are all working our socks off to support our children
and to support you.

CRITICAL/KEY WORKERS

The guidance has changed slightly with regards to children
of Cri�cal and Key Workers who should be a�ending
school, and I wanted to make you aware of an important
addi�onal sentence that it now contains:

Children with at least one parent or carer who is a cri�cal
worker can go to school or college if required, but parents
and carers should keep their children at home if they can.

(h�ps://www.gov.uk/government/publica�ons/
coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educa�onal-provision/
guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authori�es-on-
maintaining-educa�onal-provision)

While we want to support all of our families who need us,
we also need to be doing our part to minimise contacts
between households and bring the rates of infec�on down
so that we can all get back to school. If you are a Cri�cal or
Key Worker, please only send your children into school if
you have no other alterna�ve. Thank you.

Vicky Dupras
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We just wanted to let you know
that Miss Hollingshead has
resigned from her role as A�er
School Club Leader (but don’t
worry, she is s�ll here as a teaching
assistant) as she wants more �me
to concentrate on addi�onal
studying.
We are currently recrui�ng for her
replacement. In the interim we are
really lucky to have Jamie Deverell
stepping in for us. He has lots of
experience suppor�ng children and
has worked here as a volunteer so
the children know him well.
I will let you know as soon as we
have recruited a permanent leader
for ASC but, in the mean�me, I am
sure that you will join me in
wishing Miss Hollingshead all the
very best in her studies.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

MONEY RAISED
FOR THE RUH

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

A�er lots of research we have
decided to change the school
uniform supplier to
Michael Hope Embroidery :
h�ps://www.michaelhope.co.uk
They are local to Bath, have a very
clear website, offer good prices
and very conveniently provide a
free delivery service to school
when school is open again. More
details are on the school website.

A total of £46.70 was raised for the
RUH on Christmas Jumper day –
thank you from us and the RUH!

ADDITIONAL HOME LEARNING
RESOURCE FROM THE BBC

The BBC have put together a programme of learning for Primary children. If
you would like some addi�onal learning opportuni�es, here is the schedule
for BBC Bitesize.

Zoom Mee�ngs for the
children with Mrs Dupras

Mrs Dupras will be holding a class Zoom
mee�ng each week with the children of
Pipistrelle, Horseshoe and Barbastelle –
links will be sent out on ClassDojo. This
is a ‘get together’ mee�ng or a
story�me and by no means compulsory
but a chance for the children to see and
talk to Mrs Dupras.

For Na�erers, Mrs Dupras will be
scheduling Zoom learning sessions on a
Friday – again the links will be sent via
ClassDojo.

Message from the Abbot Alphege Academy PTA

Hi everyone! A big, big thank you to you all from the PTA at Abbot Alphege Academy. With your help and generosity in these
difficult �mes we were able to raise £462.76 with the raffle and wear your own clothes to school day at the end of last term.

This will go all long way towards helping the children with support and supplies they need when returning to school.

Many thanks, Jody Cory PTA

Consents required for the
use of ClassDojo and
Video Conferencing
Two emails were sent recently from
the school office regarding:

- Your consent for the use of video
conferencing i.e. Zoom by your
child

- Your consent for ClassDojo to hold
your contact details securely in the
US

We would appreciate your reply as
soon as possible.

Many thanks!

https://www.michaelhope.co.uk

