
 
 

Class: Horseshoe (Years 1&2) 
Cycle A 

Terms – 3&4 
Title: What’s it made of? 

Main subject focus: Science 
 

Learning Theme Big Question:  
What’s it made of? 
Why is this so important?  
To gain a knowledge of various objects, the materials from which they are made understand the suitability of these everyday materials for 
particular uses. 
 
Other questions worth asking: 
What is matter? 
What are the properties of this material? 
How have materials and their uses changed over the years? 
What significant events effected our use of materials? 
What makes a material suitable for use over another? 
 
What do we want the children to know? (Knowledge) 
To understand the different physical properties of materials, where they come from and how their uses have developed over the years. 
 
What will be your real life project? 
The different materials used to build homes around the world and how this has changed over the years / The Great Fire of London / The first 
aeroplane flight. 

 
Key vocab: 
Materials, matter, absorbent, bendy, flexible, foil, paper, wood, metal, plastic, brick, rock, cardboard, opaque, prediction, translucent, transparent, waterproof 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Key knowledge (from NC) Key knowledge and vocabulary (in bold) 
 

Key skills progression 

As scientists we will… 

 Distinguish between an object and the 
material from which it is made. 

 Identify and name a variety of 
everyday materials. 

 Identify and compare the suitability of 
a variety of everyday materials for 
particular use. 

 Describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of everyday 
materials. 

 Compare and group together a variety 
of everyday materials on the basis of 
their simple physical properties. 

 Find out how the shapes of solid 
objects made from some materials 
can be changed. 

Material, in science, is used for anything that has matter.  
 
The property of material is a feature that it possesses such 
as smoothness, roughness, having a shiny or dull surface, 
being flexible, stretchy or rigid, hard or soft, transparent, 
opaque or translucent, magnetic, non-magnetic, 
waterproof or absorbent.  
A material can have any combination of several of these 
properties. 
 
The property of a material can sometimes depend on the 
object it makes. 
 
Experiment with ways of making paint using different 
materials for use in Art. 
 
Discover how paper is recycled and make our own for use 
in Art. 
 

 To be able to identify different materials 
and their properties. 

 Linking materials to their uses. 

 Introduction to material change by studying 
the effects of forces on soft materials. 

 Consider the materials used both inside and 
outside buildings. 

As historians we will… 

 Develop an understanding of our past 
to reveal aspects of change in national 
life. 

 Develop our knowledge and 
understanding of events that are 
significant nationally and globally. 

 

Homes have changed drastically over the last 500 years, 
from Tudor times, with wooden houses with no glass or 
proper chimney; to Victorian houses; to the modern 
houses of today. Objects have changed as time has gone 
on. 
 
In London, 1666, the wooden houses and narrow streets 
were a natural fire hazard and a fire in a baker’s started 
the Fire of London. Much of London was destroyed and 
many thousands were made homeless.  
 
Locate Kitty Hawk, the town in North Carolina where the 
Wright brothers made their first flight in The Wright 
Flyer, the first heavier-than-air powered aircraft. 

 To recognise that people, live in different 
styles of houses. 

 Place houses from different times in 
chronological order. 

 Identify different building materials used to 
build houses. 

 Explain why people live in different houses. 

 Know where the Great Fire of London 
started and understand why it spread so 
quickly.  

 Understand what an eyewitness account is 
and why they are useful. 

 Understand the changes to London that 
happened after the fire. 



 
 

As geographers we will… 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key physical and human 
features. 

 Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of our school, homes 
and the key human and physical 
features of their surrounding 
environment. 

 Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying 
the human and physical geography 
of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country. 
 

 Learn basic geographical vocabulary relating to 
physical geography and human geography. 

 Learn about location and geographical features 
of local landmarks, e.g. Beckford’s Tower, 
Roman Baths etc. 

 To be able to identify and refer to key physical 
features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather. 

 To be able to identify and refer to key human 
features, including: city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.  

 To be able to use simple compass directions: 
North, East, South, West, as well as other 
directional language such as near, far, left and 
right.  

 Use maps to identify local landmarks and 
significant areas of interest. 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key 
stage 

 Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near and 
far; left and right], to describe the location 
of features and routes on a map 

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 

As designers we will… 

 Use a range of materials creatively to 
design and make products. 

 Use drawing, painting and sculpting to 
develop and share ideas, experiences 
and imagination. 

 Develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space. 

 Discover the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing 
the difference =s and similarities 
between different practices and 

Art 
 
Sketch book work –  
Study of Paul Klee’s Caslte and Sun painting, linking the 
creation of this image to the study of historic and local 
buildings. 
 
Final pieces – 
To create a collage using everyday materials inspired by 
the work of Paul Klee 
 
 
 
 

 Develop and share ideas using mediums 
such drawing, painting and sculpting. 

 Develop techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space. 

 Be able to identify similarities and 
differences in work, from a range of artists 
and designers. 

 To be able to make a product using a range 
of techniques and materials, following a 
planned design.  

 To evaluate own individual work and the 
work of others using language related to 
art, craft and design.  



 
 

disciplines, and making links to our 
own work.  

 
DT  
Design and make our own model town using materials 
similar to those houses were made of prior to the Great 
Fire of London. 
 
Design and make our own aeroplanes from a collection 
of materials and objects.  
 
 
 

As a theologist we will… 

 Be asking ‘Why are some stories 
special?’ exploring how religions and 
beliefs express values and 
commitments in a variety of creative 
ways 

 Ask what stories and books are special 
to me and my family. 

 Ask what stories and books are special 
to people within religions and beliefs. 

 Ask how are stories told and books 
used within religions and beliefs. 

 Ask what do some stories and books 
say about how people should live. 

 

 Say what some Christian and Jewish symbols 
and stories stand for and say what some of the 
art and stories are about. 

 Talk about what is important to them and to 
others with respect for their feelings. 

 Use religious words to describe some of the 
different ways in which people show their 
beliefs. 

 Link things that are important to them and 
other people with the way they think and 
behave. 

 Describe how religious beliefs, ideas and 
feelings are expressed in a range of styles and 
suggest what they mean. 

 Ask questions about the moral decisions they 
and other people make, and suggest what might 
happen as a result of different decisions, 
including those made with reference to religious 
beliefs/values. 

 To be able to identify feelings and 
experiences associated with belonging to a 
Jewish family.  

 Describe the purposes of practices carried 
out at Shabbat.  

 Most of the children will have heard some 
of the stories that Jesus told and will have 
heard the world ‘parable’. 

 


