
 
 

Class: Natterers 
Cycle A1 

              Terms 3 and 4 
Title: What would Britain be like if the Romans hadn’t invaded? 

Main subject focus: History 

 

Learning Theme Big Question: What would Britain be like if the Romans hadn’t invaded? 
Why is this so important?  
Studying History will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It will help 
inspire their curiosity to learn more about the past. Pupils should be encouraged to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 
evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. 
They will begin to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and the relationships 
between different groups (the Britons and the invading Romans).  
 
Pupils should know and understand: 

 The history of these islands and the timeline of important events 

 How Britain has been influenced by the wider world (the Romans in this case) 

 Significant aspects of history – the expansion and dissolution of the Roman Empire 

 The methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used to make historical claims 
 
Other questions worth asking: 
Where did the Romans come from?  
What is the history of Rome (compare the legends with the facts)? 
Who were Romulus and Remus? 
What was life like in Britain before the Romans arrived? 
When did the Romans invade and why? 
Did the native Britons welcome or resist the Romans, and why? 
How did the  
How did the Romans influence the culture of the people already here? 
How did the Romans settlement change the city of Bath? 
What did the Roman do for entertainment? 
What is the Roman Legacy for us in Britain? 
How many aspects of Roman life can be tracked back to the Romans? 
Why was Roman building and engineering so important? 



 
 

Why did Romans build roads, aqueducts and engineering? 
What evidence do we have of the Romans in Bath today? 
Where is Aquae Sulis? 
What were the Roman baths used for? 
How was the Roman army organised? 
Why did so many Britons join the Roman army? 
What language did the Romans speak? 
Who was Julius Caesar? 
What and where is Hadrian’s Wall? 
Who was Boudica and how was she involved in the British resistance of Roman armies? 
Who did the Romans worship? 
Who was the Goddess Sulis Minerva? 
Why were Roman mosaics created and why were they important to them? 
 
 
What do we want the children to know? (Knowledge) 
The children will learn about the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain (with a focus on our home city of Bath).  
They will learn about: 

 What and where was the Roman Empire? 

 Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54BC.  

 The Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army. 

 Successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall. 

 British resistance (Boudica) 

 ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: Bath, other sites such as Caerwent and the impact of technology, culture and beliefs, including early 
Christianity. 

 
 
What will be your real life project? 
A Roman Day where we dress up as Romans and take part in ‘Roman-style’ activities. 
Learning about the Roman’s influence on Britain by studying our home city of Bath. 
We can design and build an aqueduct (DT) 
  

Trips and visits 
A visit to the Roman Baths to see what life was like in Roman Britain. 
A history tour of Bath looking for evidence of Roman settlement. 
 
 



 
 

Key vocab: 
Empire; civilisations; resistance; rebellion; peasants, Celts; invasion; conquest; evidence; arguments; interpretations; aqueduct; 
settlement; society; cultural; economic; military; legacy; mosaics; legends; legends; mythology; engineering; column; pediments; 
colonnades; architecture;  legions; legionaries;  
 

Key knowledge (from NC) Key knowledge and vocabulary (in bold) 
 

Key skills progression 

As historians we will: 
 
 Find out what and where was the 

Roman Empire? 

 Describe Julius Caesar’s attempted 
invasion in 55-54BC.  

 Describe the Roman Empire by AD 42 
and explain the power of its army. 

 Learn about the successful invasion by 
Claudius and conquest, including 
Hadrian’s Wall. 

 Learn about the Roman army and why 
it was so successful. 

 Study and write about the British 
resistance using Boudica as an 
example. 

 Study the ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: 
Bath, other sites such as Caerwent 
and the impact of technology, culture 
and beliefs, including early Christianity. 

 Learn about Roman buildings and 
architecture, roads, arches, aqueducts. 

 Learn about the Roman Legacy – what 
did the Romans ever do for us? 

 Read roman myths and legends and 
learn about the Roman Gods. 

 Learn about how the Romans 
entertained themselves. 

 Watch a film about the Government of 
the Roman Empire (autocratic) 

 Roman Crime and Punishment 

 The history (founding) of Rome – the story of 
Romulus and Remus. 

 Roman mythology and comparing legends and 
myths with facts) 

 The rise of the Roman Empire 

 The invasion of Britain (attempted and 
successful invasions). Understand the power and 
the organisation of the Roman army. 

 The Roman Army – learn about their armour, 
their organisation and strengths and 
weaknesses. 

 What life was like in the Roman army and in a 
Roman fort. Learn about the reasons why Julius 
Caesar invaded Britain in 55 BCE. 

 Explore the invasion of Britain and gain a deeper 

understanding of its impact on the people who 

were there. 

 Learn about the conquest of Britain in 43 (?) CE 
by Emperor Claudius. Consider life as a Celt 
under Roman rule and learn what went wrong 
that lead to that. 

 Study Boudica’s rebellion and the battle of 
Colchester. 

 Learn about Roman buildings and engineering. 
Their use of columns, colonnades, arches, 
roads, aqueducts. 

 Discuss what a legacy is. Explore different 
aspects of the Roman legacy. 

 Trace the Latin roots of the words we use in 
English.  

Begin to understand the chronology of the 
founding of Rome within Western history 
(timeline) 
Understand that we use stories to learn about 
the past. 
Explain the story of Romulus and Remus. 
Explain the difference between a legend and a 
fact. 
Understand the reasons why the Romans were 
successful in invading Britain. 
Ask and answer historical questions about why 
the Roman army was so successful. 
Develop a chronologically secure knowledge 
and understanding of British, local and world 
history; establish clear narratives within and 
across the periods studied focusing on the 
Roman Empire. 
Create a realistic debate within a Celtic tribe 
about whether to accept the Roman invasion or 
fight it. 
Sequence events leading to the Battle of 
Colchester 
Be able to identify Roman features and 
architecture.  
Mark Roman roads on a map – and Roman 
cities. 
Learn about the impact of Roman architecture 
on Britain today. 
Know how Roman roads were made and how 
they were built. 
Be able to assess sources for accuracy and 
bias. 



 
 

 
 

 Language and calendar 

 Roman numerals 

 Law and order 

 Roads and towns 
 

Understand that there are some things we 
depend on today that are available because of 
the Romans. 
Develop an understanding of the Roman 
Legacy. 
Understand how Roman ideas still impact us 
today. 
Develop their historical interpretation skills. 
 

 

As geographers we will: 
 Locate Rome on the map 

 Track the progress of the Roman 
Empire through Europe following a 
timeline and marking the Roman 
Empire on a map of Europe 

 Identify areas of Britain that were 
Roman settlements and Roman cities 

 Mark the location of Hadrian’s Wall on 
a map 

 Where was Ancient Rome located? 

 Following a timeline, mark the progress of the 
Roman Empire through Europe 

 Identify Roman cities and landmarks such as 
Hadrian’s Wall on a map of Britain 

 to use an atlas to locate continents, countries 
and oceans. 

 use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and regions 
 

 

As artists and designers we will: 

 Study the importance of mosaics in 
Roman life 

(See Hamilton Trust plans for Roman 
Mosaics) 

 Design and create by printing our own 
mosaics in the style of a Roman 
depiction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Paint a portrait of Boudica (see Hamilton 
Trust plans – Boudica’s Rebellion) 
 
 

Art 
Learn about the historical and cultural 
development of art forms (mosaics) 
Explore ideas to improve mastery of art and design 
techniques (printing) 
Generate a repeating mosaic style pattern of 
coloured squares on a grid (links to ICT unit) 
Design our own mosaics and then produce them 
using printing techniques. 
Print a neat repeating border design with good 
technique. 
Design a central motif for a printed mosaic and 
create using the printing techniques practised 
earlier. 
Paint or create using collage a portrait of Boudica 
showing her physical appearance and her 
personality based on the description. 

Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 
Know the significance of mosaics in Roman art. 
Use repeating designs to form an image. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use the description of Cassius Dio, a Roman 
writer, to paint a portrait of a historical figure. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Study the importance of Roman 
engineering with a focus on aqueducts 

 Design and build a model of a Roman 
building using Roman architectural 
features. 

 Design and build an aqueduct. 

Produce a fierce face from clay – focus on Roman 
busts. 
 
Final pieces – printed mosaic; a portrait of 
Boudica; a fierce face from clay 
 
 
DT  
Learn about the Roman architectural style and 
recognise some famous Roman buildings and 
remains 
Make a model of a Roman style building including 
authentic looking architectural features (columns, 
pediments, colonnades) 
Learn about arches and aqueducts and how the 
Romans used them to carry water into their towns 
Make a model of an aqueduct by selecting and 
using a wide range of materials and components – 
according to their functional properties and 
aesthetic qualities. 
 
Final pieces – a model of a Roman building and an 
aqueduct. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learn about the Roman Empire and its impact 
on Britain (architecture) 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 
Build a model using the key features of a 
Roman aqueduct. 
Research and present information on famous 
Roman aqueducts for display. 
 

As a theologist we will: 
How does it mean to belong to a religion? 
(Islam) 
AMV KS2 Unit 11 
Explore aspects of festivals, celebrations, 
practices and communities and the beliefs 
to which they relate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do members of this faith celebrate a live out 
their believes in: 

- The journey of life? 

- Their main festivals and practices? 

- Their faith communities? 

- The wider world? 

 

(Within the different groups of this faith what are the 
most important similarities and key differences? 
Why do they differ? How do they seek to work 
together?   

 

Investigation of religious and non-religious world 
views 

 ask important questions about social issues 
and suggest what might happen depending 
on different moral choices;  

 provide good reasons for the views they 
have and the connections they make. 

 
Knowledge and understanding of religions or 
worldviews other than Christianity (Islam): 

 describe and compare how important 
aspects of a religion or belief are celebrated 
and remembered by different communities; 



 
 

AMV KS2 Unit 9 

How should we live and who can inspire 
us? 

Explore how people's values and 
commitments might be demonstrated in 
the lives of [religious] leaders and 
believers 

 

What positive examples have people given that 
show us how to live?  

What values and commitments have inspired or 
been taught by founders of faith or communities, 
leaders, believers and specific communities?  

How have actions and examples of people of faith 
or belief changed our world?  

How might we change our lives in the light of the 
qualities demonstrated by other people? 

 

 

 

 

 describe and compare different ways of 
demonstrating a commitment to a tradition 
of religion and belief;  

 provide good reasons for the views they 
have and the connections they make. 

 

 describe some of the things that are the 
same and different for religious people 

 

 ask questions about the moral decisions 
they and other people make, and suggest 
what might happen as a result of different 
decisions, including those made with 
reference to religious beliefs / values 

As scientists we will: 
Be learning about Light 
 

Recognise that light appears to travel in straight 
lines 

Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to 
explain that objects are seen because they give out 
or reflect light into the eye 

Explain that we see things because light travels 
from light sources to our eyes or from light sources 
to objects and then to our eyes 

Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to 
explain why shadows have the same shape as the 
objects that cast them. 

 exploring the way that light behaves, 
including light sources, reflection and 
shadows. 

 talk about what happens and make 
predictions.  

 work scientifically by: deciding where to 
place rear-view mirrors on cars; designing 
and making a periscope and using the idea 
that light appears to travel in straight lines to 
explain how it works. 

 investigate the relationship between light 
sources, objects and shadows by using 
shadow puppets. 

 extend their experience of light by looking a 
range of phenomena including rainbows, 
colours on soap bubbles, objects looking 
bent in water and coloured filters 

As information technologists we will: 
We are artists – Fusing Geometry with Art 
 

Use Vector and Turtle graphics to explore 
geometric art, taking inspiration from the work of 
Escher, Riley, the traditional Islamic artists, Roman 
mosaics as well as experimenting with fractal 
landscapes 

Linked to history and art – Roman Mosaics 

Linked to maths – fractals and repeating 
patterns and geometric shapes. 



 
 

As linguists we will: 

be using Light Bulb Languages KS2 scheme 

Units 6,7,8,9,10,11, and 12 

 

 

 making simple statements about activities and diet 

 expressing opinions about likes and dislikes 

 Give a simple description (of an animal) 

 Making simple statements about movement 

 Give a simple description ( of an animals and 
habitats) 

 Alphabet 

 Places in the locality 

 Journey to school 

 Directions 

 Celebrations 

 Lunch 

 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show 
understanding by joining in and responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language 
through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, 
sound and meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer 
questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others;  

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, 
phrases and basic language structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation 
so that others understand when they are reading 
aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, 
phrases and simple writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in 
the language  

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their 
ability to understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written material, including 
through using a dictionary  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to 
create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

In PSHE we will: 
Be using the Jigsaw PSHE Scheme and 
focusing on:  
Dreams and Goals 
Healthy Me 

 See Jigsaw Scheme for details   

In PE/Games we will: 
Be focusing on striking and fielding and Athletics 

 develop the basic skills of sending, receiving, batting and 
bowling in different contexts.  

 Introduce the concepts of small-sided and simplified 
competitive striking/fielding games to develop the range 
and consistency of techniques when under pressure.  

 understand the effect of exercise and develop teamwork 
and cooperation skills. 

 accurately replicate skills in a range of challenges and 
competitions that require precision, speed and endurance. 

 develop the ability to throw, using a range of objects, over 
an increasing height and distance and with greater 
accuracy. 

 measure and record own and others’ performances over 
time.  

 Will throw and catch accurately whilst on the 
move. 

 Will be able replicate an underarm bowling action 
towards a set target. 

 Will hit a ball accurately into space and anticipate 
opposition effectively.   

 Will take part in conditioned games while 
understanding simple tactics relating to 
placement of an object in a set are.  

 Will accelerate and sustain speed for race 
duration.  

 Will complete jumping events with the use of 
speed/power. 

 Will throw objects further with the use of a run up, 
correct trajectory and timing of release.  



 
 

 develop independence and resilience as part of character 
development 

 Will offer advice to others on how to improve 
technique. 

 


