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Principle Aim 

The principle aim of Religious Education (RE) is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant 

human questions which religion and worldviews address, so that they can develop the 

understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as 

well as develop responses of their own. 

 

Aims 

The broad aims of religious education (RE) are set out within the locally agreed syllabus and the 

Church of England Education Office Statement of Entitlement (2016).  

Our locally agreed syllabus is Awareness, Mystery Value (AMV): 

http://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/ 

The purpose of religious education in our school is to promote religious literacy. By this we mean 

that pupils are able to hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religion and belief.  

The aims of religious education are to enable pupils to:  

 Know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that influences the lives of people world-

wide and as the religion that has most shaped British Culture and heritage.  

 Give a theologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a living and diverse faith.  

 Know about and understand other major world religions and world views, their impact on society, 

culture and the wider world, enabling pupils to express ideas and insights.  

 Show a well-informed, balanced and respectful attitude to religions and world views  

 Engage in meaningful and well-informed dialogue with those of other faiths and none  

 Reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiritual, philosophical and ethical convictions, 

exploring and enriching their own beliefs and values. 

 

Curriculum 

As part of a broad and balanced curriculum, all children have the opportunity to learn RE. It offers an 

opportunity to explore Christianity and other world religions, and allows children to ask questions 

and explore their own thoughts, ideas and beliefs. The AMV Syllabus reflects the fact that religious 

traditions in Britain are, in the main, Christian, whist taking into account the teaching and practices 

of other principle religions represented in Britain. As a Church of England primary school, there is a 

heavier weighting towards the teaching of the Christian religion across the school. 

Areas of enquiry focus on learning ABOUT religion and belief and learning FRM religion and belief. 

The focus of these enquiries are: 

 

 

http://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/


Reception and Key Stage 1 

 Study Unit Question 

1 Who are we? 

2 Why are some times special? 

3 Why are stories special? 

4 Where to we belong? 

5 How do we celebrate our journey through life? 

6 How should we live our lives? 

7 Why are some places special? 

8 Why is our world special? 

9 Why is Jesus important? 

 

Key Stage 2 

 Study Unit Question 

1 What is important to me? 

2 What can we learn from the life and teaching of Jesus? 

3 Why do religious books and teachings matter? 

4 What does it mean to belong to a religion? Christianity 

5 Why are some journeys and places special? 

6 How do we make moral choices? 

7 How do people express their beliefs, identity and experience? 

8 What do people believe about life? 

9 How should we live and who can inspire us? 

10 What does it mean to belong to a religion? Hinduism 

11 What does it mean to belong to a religion? Islam 

12 What does it mean to belong to a religion? Judaism 

 

 

All children have a dedicated RE lesson every week to ensure that they can meet the expectations 

set out in the syllabus. 

In AMV, there is a focus on good understanding of the CORE beliefs of the religions children study 

over their time at primary school. 

Children are provided with opportunities to visit places of worship. Where possible, visitors from 

different religions are invited into school to talk to the children about their faith. 

Approaches to teaching RE include: 

Use of stimuli such as artefacts and texts, class discussion and debate, posing thought provoking 

questions, written responses, listening to music, watching videos, research, drama and role play. 

Detailed information about the programmes of study for EYFS, KS1 and KS1 can be found here: 

http://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/syllabus/ 
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Legal Framework 

Every maintained school in England must provide a basic curriculum (RE, sex education and the 
National Curriculum). This includes provision for RE for all registered pupils at the school (including 
those in reception classes and the sixth form), except for those withdrawn by their parents (or 
withdrawing themselves if they are aged 18 or over) in accordance with Schedule 19 to the School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998. 

The key document in determining the teaching of RE in community and voluntary controlled schools 
is the locally agreed syllabus within the local authority (LA) concerned (Section 376-377). LAs must 
ensure that the agreed syllabus for their area is consistent with Section 375(3) of the Education Act 
1996, which requires the syllabus to reflect the fact that the religious traditions of Great Britain are 
in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal 
religions represented in Great Britain. 

Parents have a legal right to withdraw their children from Religious Education lessons but, as RE is 

central to the life and identity of Abbot Alphege Academy, we would ask parents to discuss with the 

Head teacher any reasons that they might have for doing this. 

More information can be found here: 

http://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/2016/a02-legal-framework-rights-responsibilities-

withdrawal/  

Assessment 

By the end of each Key Stage, children are expected to know, understand and apply the knowledge 

and skills specified in the relevant programme of study. At the end of each programme of study, 

children are assessed as to whether they are at the expected standard for RE, are working towards 

this, or are working at a greater depth within the expected standard. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Development (SMSC) 

Whilst SMSC permeates everything we do across our curriculum, RE plays an important role in 

children’s development in this regard. 

RE can support spiritual development by promoting self-awareness, curiosity, collaboration, 

reflection, resilience, values and appreciation. 

Learning in RE allows children to explore social and personal morality in significant ways: valuing 

other, developing moral character and understanding moral diversity. 

RE allows children to explore social situations and contexts which highlight shared values, moral 

influences, role models and communities. 

RE enables children to understand their home culture and background as well as the cultures of the 

wider communities that they are part of. 
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British Values 

RE can make a key educational contribution to children’s explorations of British Values and the 

teaching of RE can enable children to learn to think for themselves in this regard. RE gives pupils the 

opportunity to build an accurate knowledge base about religions and beliefs in relation to values. 

This, in turn, supports children so that they are able to move beyond attitudes of tolerance towards 

respect and ultimately to celebrate diversity. 

Mutual Respect: the RE curriculum focuses on developing mutual respect between those of different 

faiths and beliefs, and those of none. This promotes an understanding of what a society gains from 

diversity. Children are challenged to be broad minded and open hearted. 

Democracy: pupils learn the significance of each person’s ideas and experiences. Through debating 

the fundamental questions of life, children learn to respect a range of perspectives. Children 

examine the idea that we all share a responsibility to use our voice and influence the wellbeing of 

others. 

Rule of Law: children learn about different codes for human life including commandments and rules 

offered by different religious communities. They learn to appreciate how people choose between 

good and evil, right and wrong. 

Individual Liberty: children explore the concepts of identity, belonging and diversity, including 

understanding the importance of freedom to practice one’s own religion and to hold one’s own 

beliefs. 

Monitoring 

The implementation of this policy will be monitored by the Head teacher, the subject leader and the 

Foundation Governor. The policy will be reviewed every two years. 

 

 


