
 
 

Class: Barbastelle (Year 3) 
              Terms – 5&6 

Title: Can Things Grow in the Desert? / Learning Cycle Three 
Main subject focus: History 

Learning Theme Big Question: 
Can Things Grow in a Desert? 
 

Why is this so important?  
To understand the achievements of an early civilisation; the Ancient Egyptians. 
To explore the requirements of plants for life and growth and to identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants. 
 
Other questions worth asking: 
Who were the Ancient Egyptians? 
Where is Egypt? 
Why are they an importance ancient civilisation? 
How did they communicate? 
What is mummification and why was it so important? 
What was the significance of the pyramids? 
What are the importance features of a pyramid? 
Where is the river Nile? 
Who were their gods?  
How was the ancient civilisation discovered? 
Who was Tutankhamun? 
Who was Howard Carter? 
What was daily life like for the Ancient Egyptians? 
What are the different parts of the flower? 
How is water and nutrients transported throughout the flower? 
What are the functions of the different parts of the flower? 
What do flowers and plants need to live and grow? 
Will a plant grow better in the light or the dark? With water or without water? 
What is the life cycle of a plant? 

 
What do we want the children to know? (Knowledge) 
We want them to know how and where the ancient Egyptians lived, what was important to the daily lives of ancient Egyptians, who Tutankhamun 
was and how mummies were made. The children will also learn about how Egyptian people used hieroglyphs to communicate and compare the 
powers of different gods. 
 
What will be your real life project?  
Planting our own plants and observing them through our scientific investigations 



 
 

Project on the river Nile in Egypt as part of our geography inquiry on rivers and the water cycle 

 
Trips and visits:  Bristol Museum – Ancient Egypt section 
Visit from Wessex Water on the Water Cycle?  
Key knowledge (from NC) Key knowledge and vocabulary (in bold) 

 
Key skills progression 

As Historians we will…Understand 
the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of where and 
when the first civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of the Ancient 
Egyptians. 
 

 Start to develop a chronologically 
secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study 

 Note connections, contrasts and trends 
over time, develop appropriate use of 
historical terms 

 Address, and sometimes, devise 
historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance 

 Construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information 

 Understand how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of 
sources 

 

 Understand what was important to people 
during ancient Egyptian times. 

 Compare the powers of different Egyptian 
Gods. 

 Find Egypt on a map. 

 Raise questions when confronted with an 
artefact in order to understand more about 
this ancient civilisation and select 
information that is useful in understanding 
the use of hieroglyphs as a form of 
communication and recording. 

 
Know that things happened in the past (beyond 
our living memory) 
Know that some things are the same over time 
(continuity) and some have changed and plot 
these on a timeline, understanding 
chronological order 
Know that history is about what happened in the 
past and use terms such as yesterday, last week, 
last year, decade, lifetime, generation, long ago, 
chronology, ancient, primary and secondary 
resources 
 
Specific vocabulary: 
BC, AD, irrigation, silt, hieroglyphics, 
cartouche, pharaohs, pyramid, sphinx, Egypt, 
Nile, The Rosetta Stone, Embalming, 
Mummification, tomb, Howard Carter, 
sarcophagus, Canopic jars, Tutankhamun, 
Cleopatra, coffin mask, mattock, sickle, 
desert, Antechamber, annex, burial chamber, 

 Start to understand that a timeline can be 
divided into BC (Before Christ) and AD 
(Anno Domini)  

 Start to use a timeline to place historical 
events in chronological order.  

 Look at and use books and pictures, 
stories, eye witness accounts, pictures, 
photographs, artefacts, historic buildings, 
museums, galleries, historical sites and 
the internet to find out about the past.  

 Ask simple historical questions and find 
answers about the past by; 

 Using documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials) the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings, visits to 
museums and galleries and visits to sites 
as evidence about the past.  

 Describe objects, people or events in 
history. 

 To begin to identify and describe 
similarities and differences. 

 Use historical knowledge to communicate 
ideas about the past using different 
genres of writing, drawing, diagrams, 
data-handling, drama role-play, 
storytelling and using ICT. 



 
 

treasury, entrance, Gods such as; Ra, Amun, 
Horus, Isis, Osiris, Anubis 

As scientists we will… 
 
Plants: 

 identify and describe the functions 
of different parts of flowering plants: 
roots, stem/trunk, leaves and 
flowers 

 explore the requirements of plants 
for life and growth (air, light, water, 
nutrients from soil, and room to 
grow) and how they vary from plant 
to plant 

 investigate the way in which water 
is transported within plants 

 explore the part that flowers play in 
the life cycle of flowering plants, 
including pollination, seed formation 
and seed dispersal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………… 

Light: 

Pupils should be introduced to the relationship 
between structure and function: the idea that 
every part has a job to do. They should explore 
questions that focus on the role of the roots and 
stem in nutrition and support, leaves for nutrition 
and flowers for reproduction. 

Note: pupils can be introduced to the idea that 
plants can make their own food, but at this stage 
they do not need to understand how this happens. 

Pupils might work scientifically by: comparing the 
effect of different factors on plant growth, for 
example, the amount of light, the amount of 
fertiliser; discovering how seeds are formed by 
observing the different stages of plant life cycles 
over a period of time; looking for patterns in the 
structure of fruits that relate to how the seeds are 
dispersed. They might observe how water is 
transported in plants, for example, by putting cut, 
white carnations into coloured water and 
observing how water travels up the stem to the 
flowers. 
 
Specific Vocabulary: 
Plants, flower, seed, leaf, stem, roots, petal, 
pollen, life cycle, dispersal, pollination, 
fertilisation, germination, ovary, ovulation, 
ovule, sepal, stamen, anther, filament, stigma, 
style, trunk, anchor, nutrients, absorb, air, 
light, water, soil 
 
 
…………………………………………………………. 

 Start asking relevant questions and using 
different types of scientific enquiries to 
answer them  

 Starting to set up simple practical 
enquiries, comparative and fair tests 

 Starting to make systematic and careful 
observations and, where appropriate, 
taking accurate measurements using 
standard units  

 Gathering, recording, classifying and 
presenting data in a variety of ways to 
help in answering questions  

 Recording findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts, and tables  

 Reporting on findings from enquiries, 
including oral and written explanations, 
displays or presentations of results and 
conclusions  

 Using results to draw simple conclusions, 
make predictions for new values, suggest 
improvements and raise further questions 

 Identifying differences, similarities or 
changes related to simple scientific ideas 
and processes 

 Using straightforward scientific evidence 
to answer questions or to support their 
findings. 



 
 

Rocks: 

 compare and group together 
different kinds of rocks on the basis 
of their appearance and simple 
physical properties 

 describe in simple terms how fossils 
are formed when things that have 
lived are trapped within rock 

 recognise that soils are made from 
rocks and organic matter 

 

Rocks: 

Linked with work in geography, pupils should 
explore different kinds of rocks and soils, 
including those in the local environment. 

Pupils might work scientifically by: observing 
rocks, including those used in buildings and 
gravestones, and exploring how and why they 
might have changed over time; using a hand lens 
or microscope to help them to identify and classify 
rocks according to whether they have grains or 
crystals, and whether they have fossils in them. 
Pupils might research and discuss the different 
kinds of living things whose fossils are found in 
sedimentary rock and explore how fossils are 
formed. Pupils could explore different soils and 
identify similarities and differences between them 
and investigate what happens when rocks are 
rubbed together or what changes occur when they 
are in water. They can raise and answer 
questions about the way soils are formed. 
 
Specific Vocabulary: 
Rocks, igneous, sedimentary, metamorphic, 
anthropic, permeable, impermeable, chemical, 
fossils, body fossil, trace fossil, cast fossil, 
mold fossil, replacement fossil, organic 
matter, top soil, sub soil, bedrock, Mary 
Anning 
 

As geographers we will… understand 

why rivers are so important to the towns 
and villages that have developed on their 
banks and name and locate major rivers in 
the UK and around the world.  
 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and 
understanding beyond the local area to include 
the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South 
America. This will include the location 
and characteristics of a range of the world’s most 
significant human and physical features. 

 To ask questions about the natural and 
wider world 

 To make records (pictures, writing, 
photos) of their immediate environment. 

 To express own view of people, places 
and environment 



 
 

As Geographers we will also understand 
the water cycle and the processes of 
evaporation and condensation. 
 
Locational knowledge: 

 locate the world’s countries (Egypt), 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 

 key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major 
cities 

 
Human and physical geography: 

 describe and understand key aspects 
of: physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle 

 human geography, including: types 
of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

 use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 

They should develop their use of geographical 
knowledge, understanding and skills to 
enhance their locational and place knowledge. 
 
 Key knowledge: 
List the main events in the water cycle. 
• Use the index in an atlas to find rivers. 
• Describe the place in which the source of a river 
is 
found. 
• Describe how water erodes a riverbank. 
• List some ways that rivers are used. 
• List some advantages for different uses of a 
river. 
• List some disadvantages for different uses of a 
river. 
Describe water in its solid, liquid and 
gaseous state. 
• List the main events in the water cycle. 
• Explain that changes in temperature cause 
evaporation and condensation. 
• Explain that water has to be cleaned for 
drinking. 
• List different types of flooding. 
• Describe how flooding affects communities. 
 
Specific Vocabulary: 
Water cycle, Solid, liquid, gas, vapour, melt, 
boiling, freezing, cooling, condensation, 
evaporation, precipitation, ground water, run 
off, filter, flood plain, pollution, source, mouth, 
tributary, waterfall, meander,  flood plain, 
estuary, delta, gorge, valley, upper course, 
middle course, lower course 
 

 To use books as secondary sources of 
information 

 To use symbols on imaginary maps 

 To draw imaginary maps 

 To follow a route on a map 

 To describe some features of their local 
environment. 

As designers and artists we will… 

 Create sketch books to record 
observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas 

Art 
 
Sketch book work  
 

 Produce creative work, exploring their 
ideas and recording their experiences 
and observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas. 



 
 

 Improve mastery of art and design 
techniques, including drawing, 
painting and sculpture with a range 
of materials [for example, pencil, 
charcoal, paint, clay] 

 Learn about great artists, architects 
and designers in history. 

 Using different media, children will create 
artwork of themselves as Pharaohs. 

 Portraits of Cleopatra based on the 
famous artwork; ‘Girl with the Pearl 
Earring’. 

 Scarab Beetle pop art 

 Wax crayon sarcophagi  
 
D.T. 
 

 Creating Egyptian Jewellery 

 Model of the River Nile 

 Clay cartouche 

 Model of pyramids/ sphinx  
 
Specific Vocabulary: 
Contrast, tone, texture, horizon, perspective, 
blend, cross-hatch, shading, composition, 
light, dark, shadow, outline, sketch 

 Become proficient in drawing, painting, 
sculpture and other art, craft and design 
techniques  

 Evaluate and analyse creative works 
using the language of art, craft and 
design  

 Know about great artists, craft makers 
and designers, and understand the 
historical and cultural development of 
their art forms. 

As a theologist we will… 
(AMV planning scheme) 
 

Why do religious books and teachings 
matter?  

 

This unit explores how religions and beliefs 
express values and commitments in a 
variety of written forms, and how value is 
attached to those writings. 
 
The focus here is on exploring different 
religious writings and how believers take 
meaning from them, as well as leading on 
to looking how pupils can express their 
own beliefs. Pupils will look at how 
religious communities treat their religious 
texts and how they draw meaning from 

 Talk about what is important to themselves 
and others with respect for people’s feelings. 
F2 

 Link things that are important to them and 
other people with the way they think and 
behave. F3 

 Use religious words to describe some of the 
different ways in which people show their 
beliefs. C3 

 Ask questions about the moral decisions they 
and other people make, and suggest what 
might happen as a result of different 
decisions, including those made with 
reference to religious beliefs / values. F4 

 Describe how religious beliefs, ideas and 
feelings are expressed in a range of styles 
and suggest what they mean. C4 

 Describe how religious beliefs, ideas and 
feelings are expressed in a range of 
styles and suggest what they mean. 
 

 Ask questions about the moral decisions 
they and other people make, and suggest 
what might happen as a result of different 
decisions, including those made with 
reference to religious beliefs/values. 



 
 

them. Pupils will also explore how moral 
messages can be conveyed through 
stories and how people can express their 
religious beliefs through their own stories. 

 Use a wide vocabulary in suggesting reasons 
for the similarities and differences in the ways 
people express their faith. C5 

 Ask questions about things that are important 
to them and to other people and suggest 
answers which relate to their own and others’ 
lives. F5 

 describe different ways in which Christians 
use the Bible. C3 

 

 

Specific vocabulary 

Islam, Qur’an, Muslim, Allah, respect, Bible, 
Muhammad (pbuh - Peace Be Upon Him), 
dictated, inspired, scriptures, lectern, 
trustworthiness, Christian, translation, 
denomination, version, parable, moral 
interpretation, message, Samaritan, 
resurrection, holy scripture, Hebrew, New 
Testament Greek, scripture, revelation, 
translations, versions, Prodigal, meaning, 
message, unconditional love, forgiveness, 
consequences, styles of expression 

As a linguistic we will: 
(Lightbulb Languages Scheme) 

 Understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from a variety or 
authentic sources 

 Speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, 
including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation 

Unit 5  

 On the way to school 

 Where in the world is French spoken? 

 On our travels 

 Weather 

 Numbers 21 – 30 

 Dates 

 

Unit 6 

 Grandmere Denise 

 L’argent de poche 

 Likes and dislikes 

 Listen attentively to spoken language and 
show understanding by joining in and 
responding 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language 
through songs and rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 Engage in conversations, ask and answer 
questions, express opinions and respond to 
those of others, seek clarification and help 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, 
phrases and basic language structures 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and 
intonation 



 
 

 Can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that 
they have learnt 

 Discover and develop an appreciation of 
a range of writing in the language 
studied 

 

 C’est combien? 

 Toy advert 

 

Specific Vocabulary:  

Je vais à l’école, En bus/voiture/taxi, Vélo/à 
pied, dans leNord/Sud/Est/Ouest, En 
Guadeloupe, au Québec, En Tunisie, au 
Sénégal, En France, au Mali, En Martinique, au 
Maroc, En Guinée, au Luxembourg, En Côte 
d’Ivoire, au Guyane, En Egypte, En Laos, En 
Suisse, En Zaïre, En Vietnam, En Guyane, En 
Belgique, En Algérie, en bateau, en avion, en 
train, à moto, Quel temps fait-il ?, Il fait chaud, 
Il fait beau, Il fait froid, Il fait mauvais, Il y a du 
soleil, Il y a du vent, Il y a du brouillard, Il ya 
des nuages, Il pleut, Il neige, lundi, mardi, 
mercredi, jeudi, vendredi, samedi, dimanche, 
vingt, vingt et un, vingt deux, trent, trente et 
un, trente deux, Aujourd’hui c’est…ll 
     

 Present ideas and information orally 

 Read carefully and show understanding or 
words, phrases and simple writing 

 Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes 
in the language 

 Broaden their vocabulary 

 Write phrases from memory and adapt to 
create new sentences 

 Describe people, faces, things and actions 
orally and in writing 

 Understand basic grammar: feminine, 
masculine, conjugation of basic verbs. 

As muscians we will: 
(Charanga Planning) 
 
understand and explore how music is 
created, produced and communicated, 
including through the interrelated 
dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 
appropriate musical notations. 
 
Bringing Us Together – by Joanna 
Mangona and Pete Readman 
 
This is a six-week Unit of Work. All the 
learning in this unit is focused around one 
song: Bringing Us Together - a Disco song 
about friendship, peace, hope and unity. 
 

1. Listen and Appraise the song Bringing Us 
Together and other Disco songs: 

● Bringing Us Together by Joanna Mangona and 
Pete Readman 

● Good Times by Nile Rodgers 

● Ain’t Nobody by Chaka Khan 

● We Are Family by Sister Sledge 

● Ain’t No Stopping Us Now by McFadden and 
Whitehead 

● Car Wash by Rose Royce 

 

2. Musical Activities - learn and/or build on your 
knowledge and understanding 

about the interrelated dimensions of music 
through: 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical Instruments with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression 

 Improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music  

 Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory 

 Use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians 

 Develop an understanding of the history of 
music. 



 
 

 
…………………………………………………. 
 
Reflect, Rewind and Reply 
 
This Unit of Work consolidates the learning 
that has occurred during the year. All the 
learning is focused around revisiting songs 
and musical activities, a context for the 
History of Music and the beginnings of the 
Language of Music. 

a. Warm Up Games (including vocal warm ups) 

b. Flexible Games (optional extension work) 

c. Learn to Sing the Song 

d. Play Instruments with the Song 

e. Improvise with the Song (and optional 
extension activities) 

f. Compose with the Song 

 

3. Perform the Song - perform and share your 
learning as you progress through 

the Unit of Work 

………………………………………………………… 

 

1. Listen and Appraise a different piece of music 
each week/step from songs learnt throughout the 
year.  

 

2. Musical Activities – same as above 

 

3. Perform the Song – same as above 

 


