
 
 

Class: Horseshoe (Years 1&2) 
Cycle A 

Terms – 5 & 6 
Title: Whose footsteps do I follow? 

Main subject focus: History 
 

Learning Theme Big Question:  
Whose footsteps do I follow? 
 
Why is this so important?  
It is important for children to being to understand more about our history and how our lives have been both influences by past events 
and how they have changed significantly. 
 
Other questions worth asking: 
How have schools changed? 
What were the different types of Victorian school? 
What was life like as a Victorian schoolchild? 
How have seaside holidays changed? 
What are the similarities and differences between seaside holidays in Victorian times and now? 
Are there any battlefields near us? 
What made them ideal locations for a battle? 
Where do I belong? 
Where do people belong? 
What do people do that shows they belong to a belief or faith community? 
How might ideas of family and community be reflected in our own lives? 
 
 
What do we want the children to know? (Knowledge) 
To gain a knowledge of events that are significant nationally and understand how our lives have changed over the years. 
 
What will be your real life project? 
The Battle of Hastings 

 
 
 



 
 

Key knowledge (from NC) Key knowledge and vocabulary (in bold) 
 

Key skills progression 

As historians we will… 

 Begin to understand about 
changes in living memory with a 
focus on the differences between 
present day living and Victorian 
times. 

 Discover how schools have 
changed from Victorian times to 
present day. 

 Take a look at the Victorian 
seaside holiday and make direct 
comparisons to those we 
experience today. 

 Also learn about events that had a 
significant impact on us as a 
nation, with a focus on The Battle 
of Hastings in 1066. 
 

Important people who played their part in The Battle 
of Hastings: 

 Edward the Confessor 

 Harold Godwinson 

 Edgar Atheling 

 William, Duke of Normandy 

 Harald Hardrada 
Significant dates associated with The Battle of 
Hastings. 
 
Shield wall, Fyrds, Witenagemot, Housecarls 
 
Types of Victorian school: Boarding, Grammar, 
Dame, Ragged, Sunday, Workhouse. 
 
Significant dates that changes schooling including the 
introduction of some free school in 1891. 
 
 

 To know who the four contenders for the 
throne were in 1066. 

 To recognise the good and bad qualities 
of each contender. 

 To put the main events of the Battle of 
Hastings into a chronological order. 

 Understand the strengths and 
weaknesses of both sides before the 
Battle of Hastings. 

 Explain reasons why William won the 
Battle of Hastings and rank them in 
order of importance. 

 Recognise objects within a school from 
the Victorian times and present day. 

 Identify different types of Victorian 
school. 

 Understand and explain why not all 
children went to school in Victorian 
times. 

 Identify features of a Victorian 
classroom and the subjects they did. 

As geographers we will… 

 Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical and human features. 

 Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography and the key human 
and physical features of their 
surrounding environment. 

 

 Plot the journey Harold and his men took to 
fight first Harald Hardrada and then William on 
a map.  

 Look at the layout of the battlefield at Hastings 
and explain why Harold had such a good 
position on Senlac Hill. 

 Identify historic battlefields that are local to 
us and ask what features of the land made 
them ideal battle grounds. 

 To locate the big Victorian boarding schools 
on a map and find out whether they still exist 
today. 

 Use a map of Britain to plot where the major 
seaside resorts were in Victorian times and 
plot the location of major resorts today. 

 Use maps to identify local landmarks 
and significant areas of interest. 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this 
key stage 

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key 

  



 
 

As scientists we will… 

 Observe and describe how seeds 
and bulbs grow into mature 
plants. 

 Find out and describe how plants 
need water, light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and stay 
healthy. 

Most plants grow from seeds. Seeds are made in 
flowers after pollination and fertilisation. Seeds 
do not need light in order to germinate so can be 
buried in the soil.  
 
Some plants grow from bulbs. At the base of the 
bulb is a tough disc which is flattened stem. In the 
centre is a bud from which a flower will grow. 
Around it are the bases of leaves attached to the 
stem. They are full of food that the leaves above the 
soil made in the previous year. When the bulb starts 
to grow a flower and new leaves, it uses the food 
stored here. 

 Build upon previous knowledge learnt 
about plant structure, looking at factors 
that affect plant growth and how they 
are controlled. 

As designers we will… 

 Use a range of materials creatively 
to design and make products. 

 Use drawing, painting and 
sculpting to develop and share 
ideas, experiences and 
imagination. 

 Develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form 
and space. 

 Discover the work of a range of 
artists, craft makers and designers, 
describing the difference =s and 
similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and 
making links to our own work.  

Art 
Design a poster/postcard for a Victorian seaside 
resort. 
 
 
DT  
Make Punch and Judy puppets 
 
Design and make a Saxon shield. 
 
Design and make a standard to fly in battle. 
 
 
 

 Develop and share ideas using mediums 
such drawing, painting and sculpting. 

 Develop techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space. 

 Be able to identify similarities and 
differences in work, from a range of 
artists and designers. 

 To be able to make a product using a 
range of techniques and materials, 
following a planned design.  

 To evaluate own individual work and the 
work of others using language related to 
art, craft and design.  

As a theologist we will… 

 Be asking ‘Where do we belong?’ 
(AMV 4) This unit explores the 
significance of belonging and how 
aspects of human nature relate to 
the practices of religion and belief 
communities 

Explore what it means to belong to families and 
communities and to consider how others 
experience belonging with their local communities.  

 

Belonging, family, clubs, groups, uniforms, 
symbol, influence, special, important, 
difference. 

 Use the right names for some things that 
are special to Christians, Jews and 
Muslims. 

 Talk about things that happen to them. 

 Talk about some of the things that are 
the same for different religious people. 

 Ask about what happens to others with 
respect for their feelings. 



 
 

 Focus areas of enquiry: B: 
Practices and ways of life; D: 
Identity, diversity and belonging. 

 Consider our place in our family 
and community. 

 Think about people who are special 
to us. 

 Consider how other people made a 
difference. 

 Think about who makes up our 
family. 

 Identify feelings and experiences 
associated with belonging to a 
family. 

 

 

 Describe some of the things that are the 
same and different for religious people. 

 Compare some of the things that 
influence them with those that influence 
other people. 

 


