
 

Minutes from AAA PST/PTA meeting the 7th February 2020 
 

Present:  Mrs Halls, Mrs Badger and Naomi T (co-chairs), Mrs Ford, Mrs Trim, Jonathan, 

Naomi K, Rachel, Grace, Jerome, Mandy, Anette (secretary).  

Apologies: Steve, Jodie, Abi, Maria, Melissa, Annie.  

 

1. General matters for the PST/PTA 

The meeting of the AAA PST was opened with a brief update on the recent WASP’s 

Parents and Staff Together committee (PST), which has recently taken steps to 

reconfigure the PTS to a more formalised Parent Teacher Association (PTA) with 

charity status.  

 

There are several benefits with being a charity, especially tax exemptions and the 

eligibility to receive charitable donations from local or national companies, but there 

is also some additional work associated, at least at the start-up phase, as a charity 

needs a formal constitution and a chair, secretary and treasurer elected by the 

members.  

 

It was agreed during the meeting that the aim should be to also transfer the AAA PST 

to a PTA with charitable status, but that it would be wise to wait until the new head 

teacher has been appointed and the future relationship between WASPS and AAA 

has become clearer before progressing the matter formally. It was also 

acknowledged that such a transformation will need the support of the majority of 

the parents connected to the school and requires a series of constitutional activities.  

 

Once a PTA charity has been instigated and officials elected, the registration with 

Companies House appear to be a relatively quick process. Jonathan volunteered to 

help with the registration when it is the time to do so.   

 

It was also agreed that in the meantime, the current PTS should be renamed as a 

PTA but continue to operate as it does now with both school staff and unelected 

parental volunteers sharing the roles and responsibilities for running the PTA until 

the end of the academic year.  

 

It was also reinforced that all parents in the school are welcome to attend the PTA 

meetings and as a small school, the continued help from volunteering 

parents/grandparents to run PTA activities and fundraising events both now and in 



 

the foreseeable future remains crucial.   

 

There have been some really successful fundraising events during the school year 

and the PTA finances are healthy, but access to accounts is currently a challenge as 

two of the three current signatories for the PTA account have left the school and 

there at least two signatures are needed to add/replace someone on the list. It was 

agreed that Naomi T will continue her work to resolve this matter, with help from 

Mrs Halls and Mrs Badger if needed.  

 

2. On-going projects  

Library resources 

The previously agreed funding of additional library resources remains and the school 

has prepared a suggestion for what to purchase with the money, but the final 

decision is put on hold awaiting the appointment of the new head teacher. The 

project is currently handled by Mrs Halls and Mrs Badger in cooperation with Naomi 

T and the school librarian.  

 

Play pod 

The way forward with the Play pod was discussed at length during the meeting. To 

get more clarity on alternative ways forward and potential timescales for the 

required groundwork, it was agreed that Mrs Halls and Mrs Badger should urgently 

discuss the matter with other stakeholders within the school/trust and in the 

meantime Jonathan should make informal contacts with the building companies on 

the Ensleigh site to explore if they might be willing to provide material and/or help 

with preparing the foundation for the pod to stand on.  

 

Naomi T, Jonathan and Mrs Ford volunteered to continue to work on this project on 

behalf of the PTA.  

 

School grounds tidy up 

The remaining building material and scrap located at the back corner of the school 

grounds was discussed. It looks untidy and might also constitute a hazard for the 

children if left unattended. Mrs Badger and Mrs Halls will ask Mr Jones (the school 

caretaker) if there is any of the material he needs for future projects and Jonathan 

will explore with the building companies if they are willing to remove the remaining 

material for free as a contribution to the school.  

 

Trees  

The idea to do some fundraising to enable the purchase of trees to plant in the 

school grounds was raised during the meeting. This is to be explored further during 

upcoming meetings, with consideration given to what types of trees are suitable for 



 

a school environment. Mrs Badger mentioned that there might also be some 

information available from WASPs about this, as both planting of new trees and 

maintenance of old ones have been discussed there.  

 

Playground paintings 

It is the PTA’s understanding that the project to paint the school playground to 

stimulate outdoor activities and group play has been agreed both with the school 

and the parents and therefore can be taken forward, without any further delay, 

when the persons involved have time to do so.  

 

Annie has the lead on this; Mandy and Steve have volunteered to help. More 

parental volunteers might be required for the actual painting phase, which will have 

to take place during an evening or weekend.  

 

3. Planning for the Easter Activities, Friday the 27th March 2020 @2.30 pm 

A 2.30 start was confirmed, with the intention that the teachers might be able to 

assist the children in conducting an Easter Bonnet Parade before the PTA takes over 

for an Egg Hunt and some other Easter activities.  

 

Potential activities discussed were Easter craft, Hot Cross Buns sale and some kind of 

fundraising event.  

 

Naomi K, Mandy and Rachel volunteered during the meeting to take the lead for the 

Easter event and to work together with the school to take the plans forward.  Other 

confirmed helpers are Carly and Jenny. 

 

4. PTA What’s App group  

Jonathan has set up a PTA What’s App group for communication within the group so 

that matters related to the PTA work do not get lost amongst other communication 

within the existing AAA parents’ contact group. Naomi T will send out a message on 

the parents’ group chat encouraging everyone who wants to be added to the PTA 

group to contact her or Jonathan.  

 

As the school policy states that staff should not participate in social media groups in 

their official capacity, contact with the school on PTA matters will continue to be 

conducted over e-mail, phone or in person.  

 

5. Next meeting  

The next meeting will be Monday 3rd March, time to be confirmed. Date to be sent 

out in the school newsletter and AAA parents’ What’s App group.  

 


