
 
 

Class: Horseshoe (Years 1&2) 
Cycle B 

Terms – 1 & 2 
Title: Who’s the greatest explorer? 

Main subject focus: History & Geography 
 

Learning Theme Big Question:  
Who’s the greatest explorer? 
 
Why is this so important?  
It is important for children to develop historical knowledge and understanding of the lives and significance of Christopher Columbus and 
Neil Armstrong. Identify the kit needed for an expedition and compare the equipment taken by Columbus and Armstrong on their 
voyages. Discover navigation techniques and learn about the materials used by Columbus and Armstrong. Identify the properties of a 
range of materials for your own expedition. Go on to describe your own ‘expeditions’ using a range of media. 
 
Other questions worth asking: 
What do explorers do? 
What do explorers take with them? 
What materials are good to make an explorers mode of transport? 
What materials are good to make an explorers clothing? 
Who was Ernest Shackleton and where did he explore? 
Who was Tenzing Norgay and why did he climb Everest? 
 
 
What do we want the children to know? (Knowledge) 
To learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Name 
and locate some of the world’s continents and oceans. 
 
What will be your real life project? 
The international space race. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Key knowledge (from NC) Key knowledge and vocabulary (in bold) 
 

Key skills progression 

As historians we will… 

 Learn about the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. 

 Compare aspects of life, identifying 
similarities and differences 
between different periods. 

 Know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities 
and differences between ways of 
life in different periods. 
 
 

 
Columbus and Armstrong were explorers who took 
a gamble; both expeditions could have ended in 
disaster and death. Both men were daring and brave 
and their missions were funded by governments.  
 
Columbus and many explorers of his day were driven 
by personal gain and greed. Armstrong landed 
somewhere that humankind had never visited before, 
whereas there were indigenous people in the New 
World as well as Viking explorers who had found 
their way there hundreds of years before. 
 
Christopher Columbus 

 Santa Maria 

 Ferdinand and Isabella 

 John Cabot 

 Leif Eriksson 
Neil Armstrong 

 NASA 

 Astronaut 

 Space 

 Yuri Gagarin 

 Buzz Aldrin 

 Michael Collins 

 To order some significant explorers on a 
timeline and identify the continents 
visited. 

 To identify and compare expedition 
items from 500 yrs ago, 50yrs ago, and 
from today. 

 To write a list of items to be taken on an 
expedition. 

 To learn about the journeys of 
Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong. 

 To learn about the modes of transport 
used by Columbus and Armstrong and 
compare modes of transport across 
different eras. 

 To identify potential risks and equipment 
needed for Armstrong and Columbus’ 
voyages and recreate those voyages. 

 To learn about key facts about the life 
and person of Ernest Shackleton by 
interviewing an adult acting in role (hot 
seating) and placing 1914 on the 
timeline. 

 To learn key facts about the life and 
person of Tenzing Norgay. 

As geographers we will… 

 Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds. 

 Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features. 

 
The most basic division of the Earth’s surface is into 
land and water. Water covers 70% of the total surface 
area which is why Earth is sometimes called a ‘blue 
planet’. Land occupies the remaining 30%, though a 
significant proportion of this lies permanently beneath 
a covering of ice and snow. 

 Continent 

 Equater 

 Globe 

 North Pole 

 To plan and go on a school grounds 
expedition using a simple map. 

 To locate your school and describe and 
follow journeys within the school 
grounds, using geographical language. 

 To compare features in their local area 
to those of the Caribbean and the moon. 

 To understand key geographical details 
of the Shackleton expedition; To 
understand that Antarctica is a land 
mass and not an iceberg. 



 
 

 South Pole 

 Ocean 

 Atlas 

 Country 

 Desert 

 Mountain Range 

 River 

 World 

 To discuss the climate in Antarctica; To 
imagine being on Shackleton’s team as 
they prepared for life in the ice; To study 
ice-blocks and describe the changes as 
they melt. 

 Understand the route Shackleton and 
his team took across Antarctica. 

 To gain an understanding of the 
geographical location of Mount Everest 
and know some key facts. 

As scientists we will… 

 Identify, name, compare and 
describe the simple physical 
properties and suitability of a 
variety of everyday materials, 
for particular uses. 

 Think scientifically, ask simple 
questions and recognise that 
they can be answered in 
different ways. Observe closely, 
using simple equipment and 
performing simple tests. 

 Use their observations and ideas 
to suggest answers to 
questions, and gather and 
record data to help in answering 
questions. 

 

Material, in science, is used for anything that has 
matter.  
 
The property of material is a feature that it possesses 
such as smoothness, roughness, having a shiny or 
dull surface, being flexible, stretchy or rigid, hard 
or soft, transparent, opaque or translucent, 
magnetic, non-magnetic, waterproof or absorbent.  
A material can have any combination of several of 
these properties. 
 
The property of a material can sometimes depend on 
the object it makes. 
 

 Identify and compare the materials used 
in expedition transport for different eras. 

 Test a range of possible boat materials 
for specific properties. 

 Carry out some simple tests on a range 
of possible clothing materials to identify 
their properties. 

 Know key features about Antarctica’s 
climate and the properties of ice, by 
observing ice melting and discussing 
their observations. 

 Test out insulation for gloves using ice, 
doubled-up freezer bags and different 
materials. 

As designers we will… 

 Use a range of materials creatively 
to design and make products. 

 Learn about the work of other 
artists, and make links to their own 
work. 

 An artist is someone who makes art and 
Vincent can Gogh and Picasso are both 
very famous artists. 

 Many artists like to draw and van Gogh 
used different types of lines such as dashes 
and wavy lines in his drawings. 

 Some of van Gogh’s lines are thick and 
some are thin; some are light and some 
are dark. 

 Create a spaceship. 

 Make a simple 8 page book. 

 Be familiar with artist Vincent van Gogh 
and able to draw on her work as 
inspiration when creating their own 
pieces. 



 
 

 Colourful 

 Inspire 

 Materials 

 Decay 

 Three-dimensional 

 Make cloth flags, in the style of Everest’s 
prayer flags and discuss places that are 
special for us and why 

As a theologist we will… 

 Be asking ‘How do we celebrate 
our journey through life?’ (AMV 5) 
This unit explores how religions 
and beliefs express aspects of life’s 
journey in a variety of creative 
ways. 

 Focus areas of enquiry: C: Forms 
of expressing meaning; E: 
Meaning, purpose and truth. 

 recognise religious art, symbols 
and words and talk about them. 

 talk about what they find interesting 
or puzzling. 

celebrate, christening, weddings, retirement, 
memorial, marriage, promise, friendship, 
commitment, love, bereavement, resurrection, 
Easter, Eid, Ramadan, Lent, fast, blessed, 
blessing. 

 

 

 

 identify some important events in their 
lives and important events that might 
happen to them as they get older. 

 identify how the birth of a baby might be 
celebrated by Christians believers; 

 discover how baptism is conducted in 
some churches and understand some of 
the symbolism and significance. 

 begin to understand about the 
importance of Arabic in the Muslim faith. 

 reflect on ideas about what happens 
when people die; 

 begin to understand about the Christian 
belief in life after death; 

 develop their understanding of promises 
and of the mystery of life. 

 


