
 
 
 

Class: Natterer’s 
Cycle B 

              Terms 2 
Title: Why do we remember? 
Main subject focus: History 

TERM 1: Learning Theme Big Question: Why do we remember? Ancient Maya 
 
Why is this so important?  
Studying history will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It will help inspire their 
curiosity to learn more about the past.  
This topic addresses the study of ‘a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history’. 
It allows links and comparisons to be made with other Stone Age societies, like Britain.  
It allows pupils to make deductions from artefacts rather than written evidence. 
 
Pupils should be able to: 

Pupils will learn about the remarkable achievements of the ancient Maya. Through these activities pupils will learn about the Maya 
perspective of time, the calendar system, writing, maths and the environment. In doing so they should see the stark contrast between their 
own history and that of the Maya. Aside from learning about Maya culture, the unit will encourage pupils to move away from the tendency in 
applying one’s own cultural values in judging the behaviour and beliefs of people raised in other cultures. Instead, pupils will be aware of the 
different (though not inferior) ways of doing things and the complexity of human life.  
 

Other questions worth asking: 
1. Where and when did the Maya live? 
2. What was Maya writing like? 
3. How did the Maya tell the time? 
4. What numbers did the Maya use in Maths? 
5. Did the Maya play football like us? 
6. How do we know about the Maya 

 
What do we want the children to know? (Knowledge) 
When and where the Maya lived and the type of environment they lived in. 
Understand the difficulties of sustaining a civilization in a rainforest environment 
Awareness of how the Maya fitted in to a wider chronological pattern of other civilisations and periods 
Learn about the Maya writing system and its uses 
The similarities and differences between the Maya writing system and ours 
What the hieroglyphs tell us of Maya culture and society 



 
 
 

Understand and use the Maya Calendar round 
To write your birthdate in the Maya calendar system 
Understand the Maya Long Count Calendar System 
About Maya trade goods 
Be able to make calculations using the Maya numerical system 
Be able to explain some of the similarities and differences between the Maya and U.K. mathematical system 
Become familiar with the Maya and their culture 
About Maya myth of creation in the Popul Vuh 
Learn about the ancient Maya ball game and its cultural significance and compare it with other spectator sports past and present 
Understand what an archaeologist does 
Understand the difficulty of making conclusions about the past using only material remains 
 
What will be your real life project: 
Mayan culture day? Hieroglyph and arts day, sport, music and food (?) 
 
Trips and visits:  
 
Key vocab: ancient, archaeologist, astronomy, calendar, civilisation, culture, hieroglyphs, Mesoamerican, myth, pyramid, rainforest, 
society, stela(e), trade, (bajos, cenotes, chultuns) 

Key knowledge (from NC) Key knowledge and vocabulary (in bold) 
 

Key skills progression 

As historians we will: 

 Study of ‘a non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British history’. 

 Make links and comparisons with other 
Stone Age societies, like Britain.  

 Make deductions from artefacts rather 
than written evidence. 

 
 

 When and where the Maya lived and the type of 
environment they lived in. 

 Understand the difficulties of sustaining a 
civilization in a rainforest environment 

 Awareness of how the Maya fitted in to a wider 
chronological pattern of other civilisations and 
periods 

 Learn about the Maya writing system and its 
uses 

 The similarities and differences between the 
Maya writing system and ours 

 What the hieroglyphs tell us of Maya culture 
and society 

 Understand and use the Maya Calendar round 

 To write your birthdate in the Maya calendar 
system 

 Timeline activity to show how the Maya tie 
in with other topics/units studied by the 
class. 

 Locate on a map the Maya area and 
discuss where they live 

 Describe what a rainforest environment is 
like and the types of wildlife that live there 

 Understand the terms ‘bajos’ ‘cenotes’ 
‘chultuns’ (water storage) and their 
importance for the Maya 

 Write their name in Mayan 

 Make a model of a stela with the major 
events of their life on it 

 Decode a message on a Maya stela or 
pyramid? 

 Make a personal timeline using Maya dating 



 
 
 

 Understand the Maya Long Count Calendar 
System 

 About Maya trade goods 

 Be able to make calculations using the Maya 
numerical system 

 Be able to explain some of the similarities and 
differences between the Maya and U.K. 
mathematical system 

 Become familiar with the Maya and their culture 

 About Maya myth of creation in the Popul Vuh 

 Learn about the ancient Maya ball game and its 
cultural significance and compare it with other 
spectator sports past and present 

 Understand what an archaeologist does 

 Understand the difficulty of making conclusions 
about the past using only material remains 

 
 
 

 

 Produce a calendar for next 
week/month/term date system 

 Draw up a trade route map for the main 
Maya goods – locate where the salt, jade, 
obsidian and limestone they depended 
upon come from?  

 Present the advantages and disadvantages 
of using cacao beans as currency 
Explain why the Maya had so many gods? 

 Explain if the way the Maya explain their 
universe is similar to, or different from, the 
way other societies you have studied do the 
same 

 Popol Vuh: The Creation Myth of the Maya 

 Explain what we can and what we can’t find 
out about the Maya from archaeology 

As geographers we will: 

 Locate the world’s countries – focus on 
Central America 

  

   use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 

 study a rainforest environment – plants and 
animals that live there 

 
 

As artists and designers we will: 
 

  

Art 
 
Sketchbook work: 
 
  
DT  

  

Pupils will:  
 

 Create sketch books to record their 
observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas.  

 Improve their mastery of art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of materials [for 
example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay].  



 
 
 

 Learn about great artists, architects and 
designers in history.  

 Evaluate and analyse creative works using 
the language of art, craft and design.  

 

As theologists we will: 
Be following AMV KS2 Unit 8:  

What do people believe about life? 

Explore ideas about the natural world and 
our place in it and relate them to religious 
and other beliefs 

 See AMV Unit 8 for lesson plans and content. 
 

 developing and encouraging pupils to 
consider relevant moral issues in their own 
lives and possible consequences of 
certain actions.  

 explore Buddhism and Christianity 

 focus is on the feelings people experience 
under the pressure of change, including 
birth, death, moving home, natural 
disasters, making and breaking friendships. 

As scientists we will: 
Investigate properties and changes of 
materials (chemistry) 

    Compare and group together everyday 
materials on the basis of their properties, 
including their hardness, solubility, 
transparency, conductivity (electrical and 
thermal), and response to magnets. 

    Know that some materials will dissolve 
in liquid to form a solution and describe 
how to recover a substance from a 
solution. 

    Use knowledge of solids, liquids and 
gases to decide how mixtures might be 
separated, including through filtering, 
sieving and evaporating. 

    Give reasons, based on evidence from 
comparative and fair tests, for 
the particular uses of everyday 
materials, including metals, wood and 
plastic. 

    Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and 
changes of state are reversible changes. 

 Materials have different uses depending on their 
properties and state (liquid, solid, gas). 
Properties include hardness, transparency, 
electrical and thermal conductivity and attraction 
to magnets.  Some materials will dissolve in a 
liquid and form a solution while others are 
insoluble and form sediment. 

 Mixtures can be separated by filtering, sieving 
and evaporation. 

 Some changes to materials such as dissolving, 
mixing and changes of state are reversible, but 
some changes such as burning wood, rusting 
and mixing vinegar with bicarbonate of soda 
result in the formation of new materials and 
these are not reversible. 

VOCABULARY:  

Thermal/electrical insulator/conductor, change of 
state, mixture, dissolve, solution, soluble, insoluble, 
filter, sieve, reversible/non-reversible change, 
burning, rusting, new material 

Working scientifically: 

 planning different types of scientific enquiries 
to answer questions, including recognising 
and controlling variables where necessary 

 taking measurements, using a range of 
scientific equipment, with increasing 
accuracy and precision, taking repeat 
readings when appropriate 

 recording data and results of increasing 
complexity using scientific diagrams and 
labels, classification keys, tables, scatter 
graphs, bar and line graphs 

 using test results to make predictions to set 
up further comparative and fair tests 

 reporting and presenting findings from 
enquiries, including conclusions, causal 
relationships and explanations of and a 
degree of trust in results, in oral and written 
forms such as displays and other 
presentations 

 identifying scientific evidence that has been 
used to support or refute ideas or arguments 



 
 
 

    Explain that some changes result in the 
formation of new materials, and that this 
kind of change is not usually reversible, 
including changes associated with 
burning and the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda 

 

·        

As information technologists we will: 
 
 
 
 

    

As linguists we will: 

be using Light Bulb Languages KS2 

scheme Units 10 and 11 

 

 

 making simple statements about activities and 
diet 

 expressing opinions about likes and dislikes 

 Give a simple description (of an animal) 

 Making simple statements about movement 

 Give a simple description ( of an animals and 
habitats) 

 Alphabet 

 Places in the locality 

 Journey to school 

 Directions 

 Celebrations 

 Lunch 

 

 listen attentively to spoken language and 
show understanding by joining in and 
responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of 
language through songs and rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of 
words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer 
questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others;  

 speak in sentences, using familiar 
vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and 
intonation so that others understand when 
they are reading aloud or using familiar 
words and phrases 

 read carefully and show understanding of 
words, phrases and simple writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language  

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their 
ability to understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written material, 
including through using a dictionary  



 
 
 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt 
these to create new sentences, to express 
ideas clearly 

In PSHE we will: 
 

 See Jigsaw Scheme for details   

In PE/Games we will: 
Be focusing on Athletics – throwing, 
running and jumping. 

   . 

 


