
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to 

ABBOT ALPHEGE ACADEMY 
Together we love, we learn and we grow 

‘Your word is a lamp for my feet, light on my path’ 

Psalm 119 v 105 

A Church of England Primary School and a Member of The Partnership Trust 
 



 

WELCOME FROM THE HEAD TEACHER 

Welcome to our wonderful school and we are thrilled that you have chosen Abbot Alphege for the 

start of your child’s school journey.  

 
I am absolutely honoured to be the Head teacher of Abbot Alphege Academy, a wonderful, growing 
primary academy in the Lansdown area of Bath. I have been here since April 2020 and have had a 
wonderful first year here, working alongside some of the most committed members of staff I have 
ever had the pleasure of working with. 
 
Our school is four years old and is gradually growing to reach its full capacity of 210 in the coming 
years.  Of course, at the current time, we are making the most of having a lower number of children 
and small classes. We have a beautiful building and lovely outside spaces, so we are really fortunate. 
 
Each and every child is equally important to us and it is so important to us that your child feels 
completely valued, totally safe and full included in every way. 
 
We work closely with our parents and carers who give our children fantastic support at home and 
work in real partnership with us. We aim to communicate honestly, openly and regularly with you. 
 
We have an enthusiastic PTA and a great group of Governors who help us in our work.  
We are a Church of England Academy and we offer our children the opportunity to explore the value 
of worship and prayer, and to ask those big questions. We are developing great links with our local 
church, and have a core set of Christian Values that guide everything that we do in our school. 
 
We offer all of our children an exciting and broad curriculum, that is relevant to them and develops 
the key knowledge and skills that they need for learning and for life. We value our lovely outside 
spaces our children use these frequently, during their learning and their free time. 
 
Once again, welcome to your family and to your child – we are very excited to be working with you. 

Vicky Dupras 

Head teacher 

  



 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

We welcome you and your child to our school and hope that your child will be very happy here. 

Our contact details are: 
 

Abbot Alphege Academy 
Beckford Drive 
Lansdown 
BA1 9AU 
 

01225 580281 

http://abbot-alphege.org.uk/ 

Headteacher: Mrs Vicky Dupras 

Chair of Governors: Mrs Eileen Whiting 

SENCo and Reception Class Teacher: Mrs Caroline Ford 

Office Manager: Mrs Sara Deverell  sara.deverell@abbot-alphege.org.uk 

The website includes all news, events, newsletters, forms and all other school information.  For any 

further help, please do contact the school office on the above contact details. 

  

http://abbot-alphege.org.uk/
mailto:sara.deverell@abbot-alphege.org.uk


 

VISIONS AND VALUES 

 

‘Together we love, we learn and we grow’. 

‘Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path’ Psalm 119:105  

 

At Abbot Alphege Academy, we truly believe that every child in our care is a special and exceptional 

person, and is capable of more than we know. Our first and most important priority is to make sure 

that our children feel safe, valued and happy in our school, and that they trust the adults who teach 

them and take care of them. 

We strive to make sure that each and every child is academically fulfilled and makes the best 

progress that they can through our curriculum. We work hard to make sure that each and every child 

makes excellent progress in their learning from their starting points, develop a true love of learning 

and are inspired and excited by what they learn. We want to develop truly curious learners who 

want to explore their own creativity through their learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We endeavour to develop confident and self-assured young people, who are ready for the next 

stage in their education. They are resourceful and resilient, and have a high sense of their own worth 

both as individuals and as learners. We want them to be ambitious for themselves. 

We work hard to help our children develop a sense of responsibility to themselves, each other and 

the world around them and we place a high value on kindness as a fundamental value that 

permeates everything we do in our school. 

  



 

We are a Church of England school and we share our Christian Values with our children, considering 

how we can enact these in our everyday life. We give children the opportunity to experience 

worship and prayer and also to ask big questions worth asking through this. We welcome all children 

and families of all faiths and those of none. 

At Abbot Alphege, we see ourselves as a true community school, working hard in partnership with 

our parents, our governors, our Trust and our wider community to ensure great outcomes for the 

children in our school. 

Our Christian Values 

We focus on a different Christian Value each term. We talk about our value and what it means in 

everyday life in our assemblies and worship, and children talk about it in their classrooms through 

their learning as well. Our Christian Values are: 

 

 

Thankfulness 

Hope 

Service 

Endurance 

Compassion 

Creativity 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Christian Values are important to us and underpin everything that we do in our school and, 

while we focus on our Christian Values each term, there are a number of values that run through our 

school each and every day: 

Kindness, respect, integrity, trust and love for each other and the world around us. 



 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR 

The aims of our approach to developing and supporting 

excellent behaviour from our children are as follows: 

 

 We want children to be empowered to make positive 

choices; 

 We want our children to develop the ability to think 

for themselves; 

 We want children to be respectful of others and to 

learn and play as part of a team; 

 We want to celebrate positive behaviour; 

 We want to develop a culture of forgiveness and fresh 

starts, 

 We want our school to be a positive environment for 

everyone in it. 

 

The adults in our school behave in ways that foster all of these aims all of the time: 

 

- By demonstrating relentless kindness; 

- By demonstrating relentless consistency; 

- By demonstrating relentless calmness. 

 

We have three simple rules in our school, and all of our conversations with children about their 

behaviour refer back to these rules, which are: 

 

- Be kind; 

- Be respectful; 

- Be your best. 

 

We recognise ‘above and beyond’ behaviour in a whole variety of ways, so that children feel that 

they have recognition for this, and this is celebrated. 

 

If a child does make a mistake, or behaves in a way that is not acceptable, we always follow this up. 

This may be with time out of social time or, for more serious incidents, a senior leader may become 

involved. We always undertake a restorative conversation with any child who has a consequence for 

their behaviour. 

 

For more serious behavioural concerns, we work closely with our parents to support the child to 

make changes.  

 

We pride ourselves on our excellent communication with our parents for both behavioural concerns 

or incidents, but also for the positives that we see from our children, which are far more numerous 

than the negatives. 

 

For our full Policy for Behaviour, please see the policies section of our school website. 



 

RECEPTION CURRICULUM 
 

The Reception year is referred to as the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ and the curriculum that is 

followed is based on a set of Early Learning Goals. These goals represent a set of objectives, which 

the majority of children will have attained before they go into Year One.  

 

There are 7 areas of learning:  

3 prime areas: Communication & language, Physical development, Personal, social and emotional 

development  

4 specific areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the world, Expressive arts & design  

 

There is also a strong focus on developing the characteristics of effective learning, which are:  

 

Playing and exploring – engagement   

Finding out and exploring,  

Playing with what they know  

Being willing to have a go  

 

Active learning – motivation  

Being involved and concentrating  

Keeping trying  

Enjoying achieving what they set out to do  

 

Creating and thinking critically  

Having their own ideas  

Making links  

Choosing new ways to do things 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What sort of things will my child learn during the Foundation Stage? 

 

In the Prime Areas children will learn to:  
 

 Share, take turns and develop respect for each other. 

 Make friends and become confident independent learners.  

 Behave appropriately when playing with others.  

 Listen to others and understand spoken language.  

 Learn new words rapidly and use them in conversations.  

 Join in conversations with adults and children.  

 Develop control of their bodies using both large scale movements such as running, jumping 

and small scale movements such as holding pencils and using scissors with good control. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Specific Areas children will learn to:  
 

 Enjoy sharing books and stories with adults and friends.  

 Read words and simple sentences.  

 Draw, make marks, write letters and words.  

 Count accurately groups of objects and recognise numerals.  

 Add, subtract and problem solve during practical activities.  

 Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, distance, time and money.  

 Look closely at why things happen, living things and the natural world.  

 Use ICT equipment e.g. programmable toys and computers.  

 Be imaginative, sing songs, dance and create fantastic models, drawing and paintings.  



 

How will my child learn?  

Children in Foundation Stage learn through play-based, exploratory activities that are fun and 

enjoyable. Your child will take part in a wide range of activities, both indoors and outdoors through 

activities he or she has chosen or from those that are led/directed by an adult. 

The latter is steadily embedded and enhanced as children progress through their time in the EYFS 

and by the end of the Reception year, the children are enthusiastic and confident learners, whom 

are prepared for their journey into Year 1.  

Children develop their communication and language through classroom relationships and discussion, 

presentations, role play and collaborative learning. The fundamentals in Literacy are taught daily 

through a structured synthetic phonics scheme, wide-ranging literature and a wealth of 

opportunities for writing. Numeracy is introduced through activities, which enforce the importance 

of number sense and using concrete and pictorial materials to support and develop understanding.  

All children in the EYFS have one discrete PE session and one yoga session each week and many 

other opportunities to practise developing physical skills in the environment. All children participate 

in weekly music lessons and have regular opportunities to perform in front of others. In an age-

appropriate manner, children are gradually introduced to the technologies and are given every 

opportunity to learn and develop their skill-set.  

We keep careful progress records for each child which you will be invited to contribute to. The 

records are linked to the Development Matters in the Foundation Stage Guidance and reviewed 

every half term to ensure that we are continually moving their learning forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Parents as partners 

The most effective schools are characterised by effective parent partnerships. Children are most 

happy when they know that the teachers and parents are working together. If you ever have any 

concerns or queries, please do communicate with us.  

We use Class Dojo as our communication tool. Links and consent to use Class Dojo will be sent out to 

you in September. Keeping updated by reading newsletters, participating in home learning 

challenges, and attending parent-teacher consultations will all be key to maintaining our 

partnership. 

 

  



 

How can I help my child with their development across the curriculum? 

 

Encourage independence  

We strive for all children to be independent learners, thinkers 

and characters by the time they leave our school. As such, we 

teach them to behave co-operatively and independently in their 

learning and relationships. To promote your child’s 

independence, the following activities should be encouraged 

and expected at home:  

 Going to the toilet by themselves, leaving it clean 

washing their hands after the toilet  

 Making eye contact and listening to you when you 

speak with them 

 Following instructions given by adults  

 Using good manners and respect at all times for 

everyone in and out of school.  

 Tidying up after they play  

 Dressing themselves and doing up buttons  

 Setting / clearing the table  

 Talking about their feelings and the feelings of others  

 Discussing how their words and actions impact on 

others (positively and negatively) 

 

Home reading 

Children will bring home three reading books a week. These will be an ‘I Can’ book, which will be a 

book that they will be able to read with little support. Also a ‘We Can’ book, your child will need 

some help and support to read this book. They may bring the same book home more than once, but 

the value of hearing familiar stories and re-reading is immeasurable.  

They will also bring home a library book which they choose themselves. The library book encourages 

a child to read for pleasure. It is through repeated reading of familiar stories that children learn 

about patterns and sounds of language and how stories work.  

Reading a book requires a high level of concentration from your child and so they may only want to 

read one or two sentences at a time. It is therefore important to read with your child for short 

periods of time but daily wherever possible. Once you have heard your child read, please sign the 

reading record. This is an indication to us that your child has read their books. 



 

SCHOOL DAY 

The timetable evolves greatly during the first year of your child’s schooling so that by the end of the 

year, they are following the whole school timetable, however, to begin with, when the children are in 

full time, the school day will be as follows: 
 

8.50am-9.10am  Settling in and registration  

9.10 am – 10.30am  First session – learning inside and out  

10.20am – 10.40am  Story time with fruit snack 

10.40am – 11:00am  Playtime in ‘Big garden’ 

11.00 am-12.00pm  Second session – learning inside and out  

12.00pm – 1.00pm  Lunch 

1.00pm – 2.00pm  Third session – learning inside and out 

2.00pm – 2.20pm  Playtime in ‘Big garden’ 

2.20pm – 3.15pm  Tidy, story, home time 

 

Use the pedestrian gate to come into school. 

 

Doors open at 8.50am – this is the time to catch the class teacher with any very quick queries or to 
make an appointment for after school (it is impossible for a longer conversation at this time as the 
teacher will be welcoming all of the children). 

 

Teachers are available after school unless they have a staff meeting, club or course to attend.  If you 
wish to talk to them or look at your child’s work, please check their availability, and pop back to the 
classroom after the class has been dismissed at the end of the day. Alternatively, you can make an 
appointment via the school office for a meeting or a phone call. 

 

Registers are taken promptly at 9.00am, so children need to be settled by then (for the first few 
days the Reception class teacher may start the day less formally). 

 
School Hours for are from 9.00am –3.15pm 

 children must be collected promptly. 

 class teachers must know who is collecting your child. 

 if you are unavoidably detained or in emergency please call the school office on 01225 580281 

 

If your child is absent, please telephone the school office by 9am on each morning of your child’s 
absence giving details of their symptoms, or via email headed “Absence from school” to the Office 
Manager at sara.deverell@abbot-alphege.org.uk   

 
Holidays and absences in term time are not permitted except in exceptional circumstances. 
Holidays and absences must be requested well in advance of the proposed absence using the 
relevant form available from the School Office. 



 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

Our school meals are cooked freshly in our own kitchen from locally sourced produce. We can cater 

for all dietary requirements. Please talk to us if your child needs something specific and we can help 

you.  Our cook, Chef Annie, is amazing and our children are very well fed! 

Our current school menu is on the school website. We are proud of our school menu, which provides 

all of our pupils with healthy and nutritious meal options, which are all prepared and cooked on site 

Children choose whether to have a school meal on a daily basis and so if you prefer, you can provide 

your child with a healthy and nutritious packed lunch either every day or certain days of the week. 

A typical packed lunch contains, for example: 

- Sandwiches or rolls with fillings such as cheese, ham, egg 
- Carrot or cucumber sticks 
- Piece of fruit, such as an apple or a peeled orange 
- Yoghurt or fromage frais 
- Juice drink or water 
 
Please do not include salty snacks, chocolate or sweets and we request that parents do not send 

anything containing nuts as we have some children with nut allergies. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation in maintaining our HEALTHY SCHOOL STATUS. 

 

Universal Infant Free School Meals 

Presently, ALL Reception and KS1 children are entitled 

to a ‘Universal Infant Free School Meal (UIFSM) and 

therefore there is no charge for taking school lunches 

in these years 

 

Free School Meals 

However, if you are in receipt of any of the qualifying 

benefits, you should register each of your children 

with the Free School Meal Team at BANES.  

This enables your child to be in receipt of a free school 

meal for all the years he or she is at primary school 

and it also brings in additional funding to school to 

support your child’s education (called Pupil Premium).  

Further information on Free School Meals, together 

with a Free School Meal Registration Form can be 

found in your Important Forms folder which 

accompanies this booklet. 

  



 

SCHOOL MILK AND FRUIT 

Up until their 5th birthday pupils receive a free carton of semi-skimmed milk which they drink at 

break time. If you would like your child to continue to receive milk after their 5th birthday, please 

contact School Milk Services Ltd on https://www.schoolmilkservices.co.uk/  or  01934 510950. 

We also encourage the children to drink water throughout the day so please send in a clearly named 

bottle of water in daily with your child. 

Furthermore, the government makes arrangements for all pupils in KS1 to receive a piece of fruit or 

a vegetable every day.  No other snacks are permitted for KS1 children. 

 

PARENTPAY 

ParentPay is the secure online service providing a convenient way to pay for school meals, trips, 

Breakfast and After School clubs and other items. 

We no longer accepting cash and cheque payments, although it will be possible to send in cash to 

school for non-uniform days etc. if you prefer. Parents who need to continue making payments by 

cash for trips, etc. may do so using the Paypoint network at local convenience stores. Please contact 

the school office for more details on using PayPoint with ParentPay. 

The school will issue you a unique username and password to create and activate a secure online 

account; you will be prompted to change these, and to keep them safe and secure. If you have more 

than one child at AAA, you can merge their accounts to create one login for all your children. 

Making a payment is straightforward and ParentPay holds a payment history for you to view at a 

later date; no card details are stored in any part of the system. Once you’ve activated your account 

you will be able to view any online payment items relevant to your child via a tab headed “My 

payment items”. We will advise you when any future new payment items are added. 

Your support in using ParentPay will help the school enormously, thank you.  

For more information please visit www.parentpay.com 

Should you have any other general enquiries please contact the School Office. 

  

https://www.schoolmilkservices.co.uk/
http://www.parentpay.com/


 

BREAKFAST CLUB and AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 

The school offers extensive wraparound care for our families’ benefit.  

 

BREAKFAST CLUB   Daily 8.00am – 8.50am 

Breakfast Club provides before school supervision for children and is currently held in the dining 

room and supervised by the Breakfast Club Manager. 

A gentle start to the day is provided along with a nutritious breakfast consisting of: 

- Toast with Butter, Jam, Marmite or Honey 

- Rice Krispies, Cornflakes, Shreddies or Weetabix 

- Organic Yoghurt and Fresh Fruit 

- Fruit Juice, Milk or Water 

- Special diets (e.g. gluten-free) can be catered for. 
 

Breakfast Club is offered Monday to Friday inclusive during term time excluding INSET days and 

other school closures. Each session starts at 8.00am and finishes at 8.50am when children will be 

taken to their respective classroom entrances. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB  Daily 3.20pm – 5.30pm  

After School Club provides care and activities in a safe environment for our children after the school 

day. It is run by our specially appointed After School Club Manager who plans a varied programme 

for the children offering arts, crafts and other recreational activities. 

A small meal is also offered daily; an example of a weekly menu is below. Special diets (e.g. gluten-

free) can be catered for and drinks are available throughout the session. 

Monday  Pizza Swirls, Piece of fresh fruit, Organic Yoghurt. 
Tuesday  Cheesy Chips, Chocolate Krispies, Piece of fresh fruit, Organic Yoghurt 
Wednesday Hot Dogs or Vegetarian Alternative, Jelly, Piece of fresh fruit, Organic Yoghurt 
Thursday  Ham or Cheese Baguettes, Carrot Cake, Piece of fresh fruit, Organic Yoghurt 
Friday   Croissants, Peaches, Organic Yoghurt 

 
After School Club is offered Monday to Friday inclusive during term time excluding INSET days and 

other school closures. Each session starts as school ends at 3.20pm and finishes at 5.30pm. 

 

Booking and Costs 

Breakfast Club currently costs £4.00 per day and After School Club currently costs £8.00 per session.  

Sessions should be booked in termly.  However, we do recognise that, in exceptional circumstances, 

you may need one off extra sessions.  If this is the case, please call the school office to discuss how 

we can accommodate this.  Attendance is invoiced to parents and carers at the end of each term. 

Booking forms can be found on the school website at https://abbot-alphege.org.uk/breakfast-club-

after-school-centre/ or contact clubs@abbot-alphege.org.uk  

https://abbot-alphege.org.uk/breakfast-club-after-school-centre/
https://abbot-alphege.org.uk/breakfast-club-after-school-centre/
mailto:clubs@abbot-alphege.org.uk


 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

We call ourselves AAA (from the initial letters of the school’s name) and our school colours are 

purple and yellow. 

AAA uniform can be bought online from Michael Hope Sports. The ‘school shop’ is found at 

www.michaelhope.co.uk/products/school-shops/abbot-alphege-academy 

They offer a free delivery service to school or pick up from their warehouse Unit 1, The Ley Business 

Park, Box, Wiltshire, SN13 8EW.  Contact details are 01225 464648 or email: sales@michael-

hope.co.uk 

Plain uniform can be also purchased from any high street store. 

UNIFORM 

Uniform is as follows: 

 Black or grey trousers, shorts, skirt, pinafore 

 Yellow or purple polo shirt 

 AAA jumper, sweatshirt or cardigan 

 Footwear – Plain black shoes or trainers. No opened toe shoes allowed. Velcro fastening 
shoes are preferable if your child has difficulty tying laces. 

 Summer - purple or yellow checked dress 

 AAA book bag is available if you wish 
 
Please can we ask that hair longer than shoulder length be tied back 
 

PE CLOTHING 

PE clothing should be named and kept in school throughout the week in a named bag. If kit is 

washed at the weekend, please ensure that it is returned to school on the following Monday 

morning. The kit should contain: 

 Plain T-shirt (white or purple) and plain black shorts 

 Jogging bottoms or similar suitable for outdoors 

 Daps and trainers 
 

OUTDOOR LEARNING 

Outdoor Learning Bags should be kept in school through the week for all in KS1. Teachers will advise 

when KS2 children need Outdoor Learning Bags in school. The named bags should contain the 

following named items: 

 Waterproof coat and trousers 

 Wellies 

 Hat and gloves 
 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT EVERYTHING BELONGING TO YOUR CHILD IS CLEARLY NAMED 

Your child has special places for belongings, a peg to hang coat (with loop please), PE Kit and 

Outdoor learning bag and a drawer in the classroom for reading packs etc. 

http://www.michaelhope.co.uk/products/school-shops/abbot-alphege-academy


 

 

ABBOT ALPHEGE ACADEMY PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION 

Everyone who has a child at AAA is invited to get involved in supporting school life. Some parents 

choose or are able to be more involved and we hope they will consider joining our friendly PTA.  

Details for the PTA are on their page on the school website https://abbot-alphege.org.uk/pta/ 

The PTA is a parents’ group that arranges regular events for parents to socialise and also raises funds 
to provide additional items for the benefit of our children 
 

Why does the PTA need to raise money? 
Government funding doesn’t cover all school expenditure. There may be resources that the school 

does not have that have been identified as beneficial to the learning experience for our children 

which government funding will not stretch to.  Recently, the PTA have raised money to assist the 

building of our outdoor learning areas and also to resource the school library.  

How is money raised? 
Fundraisers, Covid-19 rules allowing, can include:  

 Christmas Fair and Christmas Cake Sale 

 Plant and Cake Sale 

 Summer BBQ 

 Quiz Evening 

 Raffles 
 

What can I do? 
There are lots of ways that you can help out: 

 selling [and buying!] raffle tickets 

 helping set up for/clear up after an event 

 buying a cake at a sale or baking one to be sold 

 spreading the word about upcoming events 

 doing a shift at a fair stall or refreshment stand 

 helping to organise a social event 

 donating a raffle prize 
 

….and so many more. You don’t have to commit to helping 

at every event, the PTA value whatever time you can spare 

whether that be an hour at a one-off event or a regular 

attendance at PTA meetings. You decide how much you 

want to/can be involved. 

What’s in it for me? 
 Meet new friends 

 Get to know the staff  

 Gain new skills, e.g. working in a team; organising – you can add to your CV. 
 
If you are interested in joining the PTA or offering one-off help, please do get in touch with anyone 

on the committee.  There is also a PTA WhatsApp group that you can be part of when you join the 

school. We hope you’ll want to join the PTA as the more people who get involved, the more can be 

achieved for the school and our children. 

https://abbot-alphege.org.uk/pta/


 

 

TERM DATES 2021/2022 

 

Term  Start Date  End date 

1  Thursday 2nd September   Friday 22nd  October  

2  Monday 1st November   Friday 17th  December  

3  Tuesday 4th January   Friday 18th  February  

4  Monday 28th  February   Friday 8th  April  

5  Monday 25th  April   Friday 27th  May  

6  Monday 6th  June   Friday 22nd  July  

 

PLEASE NOTE 
  

We have INSET DAYS arranged for Staff Training, when the school will be closed to pupils. The dates 

of these are: 

 

- Thursday 2 September 2021 

- Friday 3 September 2021 

The first day of TERM 1 for pupils will be Monday 6th September 2021 

Dates for THREE further inset days will be arranged and communicated to parents/carers in the near 

future. 

 


