
 
 

Class: Horseshoe (Years 1&2) 
Cycle B 

Terms – 3 & 4 
Title: Who made the most difference? 

Main subject focus: History 
 

Learning Theme Big Question:  
Who made the most difference? Isambard Kingdom Brunel (Term 3 only) 
 
Why is this so important?  
It is important for children to examine the lives of significant individuals who have also contributed to national achievements. A study of Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel provides a fascinating example of an individual whose technological and engineering advances have helped to shape the face of 
Britain.  
 
Other questions worth asking: 
Who was Isambard Kingdom Brunel? 
Why is he famous? 
Why do we study Brunel? 
What did Brunel achieve in his life? 
What structures did he design and build? 
Why and how were these important at the time? 
What was significant about Brunel’s Ships? 
What was significant about Brunel’s Railways? 
What was significant about Brunel’s Bridges? 
Why are they still talked about today? 
What is a biography? 
What is an autobiography? 
What does ‘famous’ mean? 
 
What do we want the children to know? (Knowledge) 
To gain an appreciation of the character strengths of such a significant individual from our nation's past by looking at the adversity and challenges 
faced by this individual. Children will be introduced to the concept of chronology through the events of their life; they will gain an insight into how 



 
 

lives in the past were different to their lives now, by referencing such comparatives as technology and fashion; and they will use historical 
vocabulary related to time. 
 

What will be your real life project? 
The SS Great Britain 
 

Key knowledge (from NC) Key knowledge and vocabulary (in bold) 
 

Key skills progression 

As historians we will… 

 understand what it means to be 
famous, and that people can be 
famous for many different reasons 

 recount and sequence events in 
Brunel's life, gaining an insight into 
the character of a pioneer, dealing 
with adversity, failure and criticism. 

 make a comparative study of the life 
of significant individual who has 
contributed to our nation's 
achievements, incorporating simple 
vocabulary relating to the passing of 
time such as ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, 
‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now'  

 make a detailed study of one piece of 
enduring evidence of Brunel's impact 
on our lives through the structures 
that remain in use today, both in their 
own locality and on a national scale eg 
Temple Meads railway station in 
Bristol and Paddington in London, the 
termini for his Great Western Railway, 
SS Great Britain in Bristol, GWR 
museum in Swindon, Thames Tunnel 
in London, Tamar Railway Bridge in 
Plymouth, Box Tunnel in Bath, 
Maidenhead Railway Bridge, Clifton 

 Isambard Kingdon Brunel 1906 – 1859. He was an 
engineer during the Victorian Era. Thanks to 
Brunel we are able to travel up and down the 
country quickly, as well as cross many rivers. 

 SS Great Britain when built in 1843, she was the 
longest passenger ship in the world. She was 
designed to transport people to America and 
could travel across the Atlantic in 14 days. 

 Bristol, England, the city that still homes many of 
Brunel’s greatest achievements. Brunel designed 
the Clifton Suspension Bridge, Temple Meads 
Station and the SS Great Western. 

 The Great Western Railway In 1835, Brunel was 
asked to build a railway that would connect Bristol 
to London. The first trains ran in 1838. The railway 
is still in operation today. 

 
Other key vocabulary: 
Past, present, today, yesterday, tomorrow, future, 
timeline, chronological, decade, century, year, lifetime, 
historical, nationally, globally, significant, evidence, 
artefacts, museum, fact, fiction. 
 

The activities address a number of historical and 
broader concepts as well as an expanding database 
of knowledge related to the lives of significant 
individuals in Britain's past at a local/regional, 
national and international level, who have helped 
to mould our society, contributed to our nation's 
achievements and in doing so demonstrated great 
character. This awareness should include big 
picture/outline as well as depth based on more 
detailed analysis and case studies. These skills and 
concepts include:  

 Beginning to use specialised broad-based 
historical vocabulary and terminology. 

 A sense of the distinctiveness of a society 
including its key features;  

 Historical enquiry;  

 Historical narrative and sequence and a 
sense of chronology and duration;  

 Cause, consequence and motivation 
including imagining choices;  

 Change, continuity, progression and 
regression;  

 Comparison and contrast, similarity and 
difference, variety;  

 An introduction to the nature and use of 
evidence;  

 Demonstrating and consolidating learning 
through practical handson projects. 



 
 

Suspension Bridge in Bristol, 
Paddington Statio. 

 to investigate Brunel's involvement 
with The Great Exhibition as a 
showcase and celebration of Britain's 
past, present and future innovations 

As scientists we will… 

 recognise different types of weather 
and how they happen.   

  observe the changes that occur over 
the seasons.   

 study local climates and weather, 
but also how it is different around 
Earth.  

 observing weather types, recording 
and measuring temperatures and 
rainfall, as well as exploring how 
plants and animals may adapt to 
seasons. 

 When it is summer in the UK, it is winter in 
Australia! 

 Some countries near the equator have nearly 
the same weather all year round. 

 We always need to think about wearing clothes 
which protect us from the weather. 

 Spring: The season after Winter and before 
Summer. In Europe flowers start to blossom and 
lambs are born. 

 Summer: Summer is the hottest season with the 
longest days 

 Autumn: Season after simmer and before 
winter. Trees in Europe start to change colour 
and lose leaves. 

 Winter: The coldest season of the year. It can 
snow in this season. 

 Weather: The temperature, rainfall, wind, and 
other conditions. 

 Temperature: How hot or cold it is, measured in 
degrees Celsius. 

 Thermometer: An instrument used to measure 
the air temperature. 

 Forecast: A prediction of what the weather will 
be like in the near future. 

 This area of study forms foundation work in 
many areas further up the school 
particularly the study of habitats. Weather 
recording activities can be carried on 
through the years and the study of clouds 
and rain contributes to knowledge about 
the water cycle studied in KS2. 

As designers we will… 

 Use a range of materials creatively to 
design and make products. 

 Use drawing, painting and sculpting to 
develop and share ideas, experiences 
and imagination. 

Art: 
Cave art is one of the earliest forms of painting and 
drawing that we know of and it is evidence of our 
species demonstrating characteristics and behaviours 
that we associate with being modern human beings. 
 

 Develop and share ideas using mediums 
such drawing, painting and sculpting. 

 Develop techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space. 



 
 

 Develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space. 

 Discover the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing 
the differences and similarities 
between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to our 
own work.  

Key vocabulary:  
Engrave: to cut a design on a surface. 
France: a country in Europe 
Hunt: To chase and kill an animal for food. 
Mineral: A naturally occurring material. 
Prehistoric: A time before recorded history. 
Stone Age: A time in prehistory when humans used 
stone tools. 
 
DT: 
SS Great Britain 
Bridge & Tunnels 
 

 Be able to identify similarities and 
differences in work, from a range of artists 
and designers. 

 To be able to make a product using a range 
of techniques and materials, following a 
planned design.  

 To evaluate own individual work and the 
work of others using language related to 
art, craft and design.  

As a theologist we will… 

 Be asking ‘How should we live our 
lives?’ (AMV 6)  
This unit explores how religious and 
other beliefs affect approaches to 
moral issues. 

 Focus areas of enquiry:  
A: Beliefs, teachings and sources;  
F: Values and commitments. 

 reflect on how stories can help them 
learn lessons in life; 

 think about the meaning of 
forgiveness. 

 consider the feelings associated with 
acts of forgiveness; 

 create words and pictures to describe 
those feelings. 

 consider the role of rules in helping 
people’s lives; 

 learn about Moses and the 10 
commandments; 

 create their own artistic responses to 
the question of what believers might 

Develop and encourage pupils to consider relevant 
moral issues in their own lives and possible 
consequences of certain actions. They will also explore 
Jewish and Christian stories and codes of behaviour and 
reflect on how these may be relevant to their own 
experiences. 

 

Key vocabulary: 

blame, forgiveness, anger, hatred, love, guilt, shame, 
embarrassed, trust, friendships, relationships, 
restoration, neighbour, rules, commandments, God, 
conscience, dilemma, disobedience. 

 Use the right names for some things that 
are special to Christians, Jews and Muslims. 

 Talk about things that happen to them. 

 Talk about some of the things that are the 
same for different religious people. 

 Ask about what happens to others with 
respect for their feelings. 

 Describe some of the things that are the 
same and different for religious people. 

 Compare some of the things that influence 
them with those that influence other 
people. 



 
 

mean by ‘loving God’ and ‘loving my 
neighbour as myself.’ 

 


