
 
 

Class: Horseshoe (Years 1&2) 
Cycle B 

Terms – 5 & 6 
Title: What is life? 

Main subject focus: Science 
 

Learning Theme Big Question:  
What is Life? 
 
Why is this so important?  
It is important for children to be able to identify and name a variety of common animals, what they eat and the varying structure of these animals. 
Children should also identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and their association with each sense. Children should 
notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults. Discover the basic needs of animals for survival and describe the 
importance for humans to exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene. 
 
Other questions worth asking: 
What do you know about your sense of smell? 
What is the collective name given to all of the human bones found in our body? 
What changes does your body go through from a baby to growing old? 
What do you need to do to take care of your body? 
How many bones are there in the human body? 
What type of animal is a human? 
What controls our bodies? 
What are the four things animals need to survive and grow? 
Where do birds live? Where do birds build their homes? What do birds make their homes from? 
How do animals get food? 
How do adults help a newborn baby? 
What would happen if an animal at the wrong type of food? 
What are the different stages of the life cycle of a chicken? 
What does reproduction mean? 
What are the stages of growth a baby goes through to reach adulthood? 
What are the stages of growth from adulthood to old age? 
What are inherited characteristics? How are characteristics inherited? 



 
 

What are the stages of a butterfly’s life cycle? 
 
What do we want the children to know? (Knowledge) 
Animals can be divided into two groups: vertebrates and invertebrates. Vertebrates are often referred to as animals with backbones and have an 
inside skeleton of bone or cartilage. Invertebrates do not have an inside skeleton of bone and include animal groups such as insects, spiders, 
worms and molluscs. The vertebrate group is divided into five large groups called classes: fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.  
 
The human life cycle can be divided into many stages, including babies, infants, childhood, teenager and adult. Adult can be divided into young 
adult, middle age and old age. An adult’s physical features and capabilities change as they age. The first living things were micro-organisms. In 
order to survive they had to take in a substance which gave them energy and possess water in which chemicals could process the food and keep 
the microbe alive., To process food, a chemical is needed to help in the release of the energy. In most living things on Earth today, that chemical is 
oxygen, which is in either the air or water. Air, water and food are fundamental requirements of life. Because the mechanisms of an organ to keep 
processing energy gradually wear out over a life span, breeding is the strategy that ensures a species stays in existence as long as it is adapted to 
its habitat.  

 
What will be your real life project? 
Humans from birth to old age. 
 

Key knowledge (from NC) Key knowledge and vocabulary (in bold) 
 

Key skills progression 

As scientists we will… 

 Learn about ourselves and our 
bodies. 

 Focus on our senses and the basic 
parts of the human body. 

 Discover the changes our body 
makes as we grow and also how 
humans can mimic nature. 

 Learn how to care for pets and other 
animals in different ways. 

 Identify animals and how they grow. 

 Discover the basics of genetics, by 
studying characteristics that 
animals gain from their parents. 

 Humans are mammals. 

 Our brain controls our body. 

 Sight: This is the sense we get from using our 
eyes to see things. 

 Smell: Our nose is the part which means we can 
smell things. Smells can be good or bad. 

 Exercise: This is when we move our body for 
example running, jumping, swimming or playing 
sport. It is healthy for us. 

 Healthy: This is the word which means how well 
and good we feel in our bodies and in our 
brains. A healthy body makes us feel good. 

 Design: This is another word for ‘make’. Our 
body is ‘designed’ in a way that helps us live. 

 Baby: A new born human being. 

 This area of study ensures that children are 
using correct terminology about their 
bodies. It introduces the vertebrate group 
to which humans belong and the study of 
human biology is begun in this topic and 
continued through all other years. The work 
on general vertebrates forms a foundation 
for studying habitats in Years 4, 5 and 6 and 
evolution and inheritance in Year 6. 

 Studies on the body structure, growth, diet 
and exercise form the foundation for work 
in Year 3 where diet and muscles and 
skeletons are studied in more detail. 



 
 

 Gain a good understanding of 
different species and how to care 
for them and their preservation. 
 

 Grow: This is what we do as we move from 
being a baby into a child and an adult. Everyone 
grows. 

 Bones: These make up the skeleton which holds 
our body together. There are 270 bones in a 
child’s body. 

 Pet: A tamed animal that is kept as a companion 
and look after by its owner. 

 Mammal: Any animal where the female 
produces milk to feed her babies. 

 Offspring: Children or young from a parent. 

 Care: To look after something or someone. 

 Bird: A creature with wings and feathers that is 
able to fly. 

 Reptile: A cold-blooded animal such as a lizard. 

 Amphibian: An animal that can live in water and 
on land. 

 Birth: The time when a baby or young animal 
comes out of it’s mothers body, or hatches. 

 Growth: When a person, animal or plant gets 
bigger or develops. 

 Reproduction: The process of having babies or 
producing young. 

 Death: The end of life. 

 Life cycle: The changes that an animal or plant 
goes through during its life. 

 Generation: A group who have been born and 
live at the same time. 

 Child: A young human between infancy and 
youth. 

 Adult: A person who is fully grown and 
developed. 

As geographers we will… 

 Learn about weather and season. 

 Focus on the local area, as well as 
looking at the wider perspective of the 

 Develop locational and place knowledge about 
their locality, and the UK as a whole. 

 Understand basic subject-specific vocabulary 
relating to physical geography. 

By the end of this area of study, children should be 
able to recognise and name common, and some 
extreme, weather phenomena using correct 
vocabulary, and describe some effects the weather 



 
 

UK. Observe, spot seasonal patterns 
and talk about changes by using 
weather-related vocabulary. 

 

 Begin to use geographical skills, including first-
hand observation, to enhance their locational 
awareness. 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the UK. 

 Use simply fieldwork and observational skills in 
school, its grounds and surroundings. 

 Use and construct basic symbols in a key. 
 
Cloud, cold, fog, gale, hot, rain, showers, snow, sun, 
warm, autumn, change, spring, summer, winter, 
blizzard, flood, gale, heatwave, hurricane, tornado. 

can have on everyday lives. They should know which 
symbols to use and how to locate them on a UK 
map to give information about local weather 
events. They will be able to make simple weather 
measurements and relate them to expected 
conditions for the season and time of year. Children 
will be able to name, sequence and describe the key 
characteristics of each season. 

As designers we will… 

 Use a range of materials creatively to 
design and make products. 

 Use drawing, painting and sculpting to 
develop and share ideas, experiences 
and imagination. 

 Develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space. 

 Discover the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing 
the differences and similarities 
between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to our 
own work.  

Art: 
To use the human form as inspiration for our art. Using 
our bodies to make letter forms. Create art inspired by 
artists including Damien Hirst, Julian Opie, Edwina 
Bridgeman, William Morris, Louise Bourgeois and John 
Henry Dearle. 
Key vocabulary:  

 Choreograph: To plan, arrange and put 
together. 

 Collaboration:  Group work, jointly making one 
piece of artwork. 

 Contemporary: The art of today, produced in 
the second half of the 20th century or in the 21st 
century. 

 Day of the Dead: A Mexican holiday to 
celebrate the dead. 

 Mixed media: Using lots of different art 
materials to make one piece of work. 

 Sculpture: A three dimensional piece of 
artwork. 

 Self-portrait: A drawing or painting which the 
artist makes of their own face. 

 Symbolism: When one object stands in place of 
another. 

 Develop and share ideas using mediums 
such drawing, painting and sculpting. 

 Develop techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space. 

 Be able to identify similarities and 
differences in work, from a range of artists 
and designers. 

 To be able to make a product using a range 
of techniques and materials, following a 
planned design.  

 To evaluate own individual work and the 
work of others using language related to 
art, craft and design.  



 
 

 Bronze: A strong, hard metal. 

 Etching: A printing process created by 
scratching lines onto a plate applying ink and 
then paper. 

 Land art: Art that is made directly into the 
ground using natural materials such as rocks or 
twigs. 

 Metallic: A metal colour. 

 Pattern: A repeated decorative design. 

 Sketch: A rough first drawing which helps you to 
plan your work. 

 Symmetrical: Exactly the same on both sides. 

 Textile: Cloth or fabric. 

As a theologist we will… 

 Be asking ‘Why is Jesus important?’ 
(AMV 9)  
This unit explores the life and teaching 
of Jesus. 

 Focus areas of enquiry:  
B: Practices and ways of life;  
F: Values and commitments. 

 Use the right names for things that are 
special to Christians. 

 Talk about what is important to them 
and other people. 

 Recall some facts about the person of 
Jesus. 

 Understand the importance of 
everyone. 

 Understand the message behind the 
parables. 

 Describe some qualities that are 
important to Christians. 

 Compare the idea of a ‘guide’ to those 
who comfort, support and care for 
them in their lives. 

Key vocabulary: 

Parable, disciple, God, Jesus, divine, incarnation, holy, 
outcast, forgiveness, Samaritan, Levite, Priest, 
Disciples, resurrection, crucifixion. 

 Use the right names for things that are 
special to Christians. 

 Say what some Christian symbols stand for 
and say what some of the art is about. 

 Use religious words to describe some of the 
different ways in which people show their 
beliefs. 

 Talk about what is important to them and to 
other people. 

 Talk about what is important to them and to 
others with respect for their feelings. 

 Link things that are important to them and 
other people with the way they think and 
behave. 



 
 

 Discuss Christian ideas about 
kindness. 

 Understand how this message can 
help them live their lives. 

 Think about times people might need 
kindness in their lives. 

 


